Thompson  visits 
Kowalski! 

Disabled  lesbian  spells  out  7  love  you’  on 
message  board 


By  Chris  Bull 

DULUTH,  Minn.  —  For  the  first  time  in 
over  three  and  a  half  years,  Karen  Thomp¬ 
son  visited  her  disabled  lover  Sharon 
Kowalski  on  Feb.  4. 

“There  are  not  words  to  express  what  I 
feel,”  Thompson  told  GCN.  “When  I  First 
went  to  see  her,  I  felt  split.  I  felt  wonderful 
and  scared  to  death  at  the  same  time.  I 
thought  she  might  not  understand  why  1 
hadn’t  been  there  to  see  her  for  three  and  a 
half  years.  But  she  accepted  me  like  I  was 
never  gone....  We  got  a  lot  of  catching  up 
together  done.” 

During  the  meeting,  Kowalski  referred  to 
Thompson  as  her  “lover,”  according  to 
Thompson.  “It  was  very  clear  to  everyone 
[at  the  rehabilitation  facility]  Sharon  was 
very  happy  to  see  me.  She  improved  im¬ 
mediately.  She  responded  to  me....  She  is  an 
incredibly  strong  woman  to  survive  in  vir¬ 
tual  isolation  for  so  long.” 

(Kowalski  spent  the  last  years  in  a  Hibb- 
ing,  Minn,  nursing  home  from  which 
Thompson  and  others  were  prevented  from 
visiting  by  Kowalksi’s  father.) 

Despite  her  excitement  at  Finally  seeing 
Kowalski,  Thompson  said  she  is  angry 
about  the  deterioration  of  Kowalski’s 
physical  condition.  Thompson  said  that 
although  Kowalski’s  movement  was  severely 
impaired  when  they  last  saw  each  other,  it 
did  not  appear  that  Kowalski  has  received 
any  physical  therapy  to  he!.  ..er  retain  what 
movement  she  had. 

“It’s  really  atrocious.  The  price  has  been 
very  high.  She  will  never  stand  again  and  she 
has  trouble  sitting  up  straight.  They  never 
tried  to  keep  her  flexible.  It’s  horrendous 


how  anyone  could  think  what  they  did  for 
her  was  right.” 

The  two  women  had  been  prevented  from 
seeing  each  other  by  Kowalski’s  father  and 
legal  guardian,  Donald  Kowalski.  But  in  a 
Dec.  28  decision,  District  Court  Judge 
Robert  Cambell  ordered  that  Kowalski  be 
moved  to  a  rehabilitation  center  and  allow¬ 
ed  visitation  “with  her  family  and  those  per¬ 
sonal  friends  who  she  specifically  and 
reliably  request  [s/c]  visit  her.”  An  appeal 
by  Donald  Kowalski  was  rejected  by  the 
same  judge. 

Thompson  has  been  pursuing  legal  action 


since  1984  for  proper  medical  care  for 
Kowalski,  who  was  severely  injured  in  a 
Continued  on  page  12 


Sharon  Kowalski  fishing.  Picture  taken  before  her 
accident. 


ACT  UP/NY  trespassing 
trial  begins 

City  Health  Commissioner  Joseph  expected  to  take  stand 
in  what  so  far  has  been  a  theatrical  courtroom 
demonstration  by  AIDS  activists 

By  Andrew  Miller 

NEW  YORK  —  The  trial  of  11  ACT 
UP/New  York  members  charged  with  crimi¬ 
nal  trespass  for  a  sit-in  held  last  August  in 
the  ofFice  of  city  Health  Commissioner 
Stephen  Joseph  began  Feb.  6  at  the  Manhat¬ 
tan  Criminal  Courts  Building.  This  marks 
the  First  time  that  ACT  UP/New  York 
members  have  actually  been  brought  to  trial 
for  an  AIDS  activist  demonstration.  The  1 1 
were  protesting  Joseph’s  release  last  sum¬ 
mer  of  revised  Health  Department  figures 
which  the  activists  claim  grossly  misrepre¬ 
sent  the  current  potential  number  of  New 
Yorkers  infected  with  HIV,  a  virus  thought 
by  many  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS. 

The  defendants,  six  of  whom  are  repre¬ 


senting  themselves,  maintained  in  their 
opening  statements  that  the  new  estimate 
which  greatly  reduced  the  number  of  HIV- 
infected  New  Yorkers,  was  politically 
motivated  and  based  on  spurious  data.  They 
claim  that  the  statistics  were  tailored  to 
match  the  amount  of  money  actually  avail¬ 
able  to  deal  with  AIDS.  The  estimates  have 
since  come  under  attack  by  many  AIDS 
organizations,  and  by  state  Health  Commis¬ 
sioner  David  Axelrod.  The  defendants  said 
they  believe  that  an  underfunded  AIDS 
budget  will  result  in  many  deaths. 

Joel  Farley,  an  ACT  UP  attorney  repre¬ 
senting  the  other  five  defendants,  has  devis- 
Continued  on  page  10 


Boston  bathhouse  goes  up 


in  smoke 

Arsonist’s  work  also  closes  downstairs  neighbor  —  only 
dyke  bar  in  town 

By  Chris  Bull 

BOSTON  —  A  two-alarm  fire  Feb.  6  gut¬ 
ted  a  four-story  financial  district  building 
that  housed  a  recently  closed  gay  bathhouse, 

Club  297,  and  the  city’s  only  lesbian 
restaurant  and  bar,  Somewhere  Else.  The 
9:30  p.m.  fire  occurred  just  five  days  after 
city  Health  Department  officials  closed 
Club  297  for  fire  and  health  code  violations 
(See  GCN,  Feb.  5,  1988). 

The  building  was  empty  at  the  time  of  the 
fire  and  no  injuries  were  reported,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Boston  Fire  Department.  A 
department  spokesperson,  William  Mur¬ 
phy,  told  GCN  the  arson  squad  determined 
the  fire  was  “incendiary,”  meaning  the 
building  was  intentionally  ignited.  The 
building  sustained  approximately  $300,000 
in  damage.  He  refused  to  comment  on 
suspects  in  the  case. 

George  Lamb,  deputy  commissioner  of 
the  Department  of  Health  and  Hospitals, 
told  GCN  the  fire  justified  his  contention 
that  the  building  was  unsafe.  “I  am  just 
thankful  nobody  was  hurt.  The  top  floor 
was  a  fire  trap.”  He  explained  that  his  in¬ 
vestigation  of  the  site  revealed  that  one  side 
of  the  fourth  floor  lacked  a  Fire  exit. 

Several  members  of  the  Boston  lesbian 
and  gay  community  speculated  about  why 
someone  would  burn  the  building.  Gary 
Dotterman,  aide  to  openly  gay  City  Coun¬ 
cilor  David  Scondras,  told  GCN  that  “I  was 
out  at  the  bars  last  night  and  people  made 
comments  that  it  was  an  insurance  fire,  but  I 
don’t  know.  The  timing  does  seem 
strange.” 

Dotterman  added  that  he  was  “thankful 
the  building  was  closed  so  nobody  was  hurt 
or  injured.  The  city  obviously  did  not 
mislead  us  that  the  [fire  code]  violations 
were  serious.”  He  said  the  community 
should  start  thinking  about  ways  to  rebuild 
the  gay  bathhouse  and  lesbian  bar.  The 
building’s  owner,  Jack  Gateman  of  Swamp- 
scott,  could  not  be  reached  for  comment. 


Dotterman  said  the  community  needs  a 
gay  bathhouse.  “It’s  the  only  place  some 
people  have  to  go.  There  is  no  reason  it 
should  be  closed  in  itself.”  He  said  Scon¬ 
dras’  office  would  support  efforts  to  license 
a  new  bathhouse  or  J/O  club.  “It  may  take 
an  individual  who  has  capital  and  experience 
with  this  kind  of  business.  I  would  support 
seeing  it  happen.” 

Lamb  said  he  would  not  oppose  reopen¬ 
ing  the  bathhouse.  He  said  he  had  “never 
heard”  of  J/O  clubs  but  would  investigate 
how  other  cities  have  dealt  with  them.  “I 
would  have  to  know  more  about  [J/O 
clubs].  In  general  it  seems  like  a  good  idea.  It 
seems  like  they  would  be  safer  than  the 
bathhouse,”  said  Lamb. 

Somewhere  Else 

The  owners  of  Somewhere  Else,  Linda 
Sears  and  Debbie  Lochiatto,  declined  an  in¬ 
terview  with  GCN  about  future  plans  for  the 
bar.  The  Fire  Department’s  Murphy  said  he 
thought  the  water  damage  to  the  bar  was  so 
extensive  it  would  not  reopen  in  near  future. 

Members  of  the  lesbian  community 
lamented  the  loss  of  the  bar.  “It  was  the  last 
place  where  girls  could  be  girls  —  play  pool, 
dance,  and  flirt  —  any  night  but  Monday. 
And  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  the  dyke  bar  is 
really  central  to  the  lesbian  community,” 
said  Lynn  Brown,  a  lesbian  bar-goer. 

“It’s  really  disastrous.  It  was  one  of  the 
few  places  to  be  in  an  all-lesbian  environ¬ 
ment.  Losing  the  bar  means  we  have  almost 
no  place  to  go....  And  now  I  have  to  look 
for  a  new  job,”  said  Cheryl  Lieteau,  who 
worked  two  nights  a  week  at  the  bar. 
Lieteau  said  the  bar,  which  was  frequently 
packed  on  the  weekends,  drew  a  diverse 
crowd  of  lesbians.  She  said  the  bar  also  serv¬ 
ed  an  important  community  function  by 
providing  performance  space  for  women 
comedians  and  musicians. 

Continued  on  page  6 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“I  think  that  at  some  time  in  every  girl’s 
life,  there’s  another  girl  in  school  whom  you 
cannot  cease  admiring.  She’s  bright,  she’s 
funny,  her  socks  are  just  right,  and  if  she 
chooses  to  walk  down  the  hall  with  you,  you 
float.  And  that’s  a  crush,  and  girls  have 
crushes  on  other  girls  in  school.  Usually 
women  outgrow  that.  Sometimes  they 
don’t.” 

—  Actress  Victoria  Principal  ex¬ 
plains  it  all  for  you  in  People  magazine  while 
publicizing  her  Fatal  Attraction-Me  TV 
movie  Obsession.  In  an  earlier  blurb  in  TV 
Guide,  Principal  hedged  on  the  lesbian 
question  telling  fans  it  was  up  to  them  to 
decide  whether  the  relationship  in  the  film  is 
a  lesbian  one. 

ACT  UP  New  York 
announces  grant 
program 

NEW  YORK  —  ACT  UP  New  York, 
“united  in  anger  and  committed  to  direct  ac¬ 
tion  to  end  the  AIDS  crisis,”  hopes  to  help 
existing  AIDS  activist  groups  and  provide 
“seed  money”  for  new  groups  through  a 
newly  announced  grant  program.  Funds 
totalling  $6,650  will  be  distributed  in 
$200-500  portions.  The  money  was  raised  in 
a  recent  national  direct  mail  campaign. 

“Although  the  amount  is  not  large,  it 
shows  that  we  want  to  encourage  direct  ac¬ 
tion  throughout  the  country  to  end  the 
AIDS  epidemic  now,”  said  Peter  Staley, 
chair  of  ACT  UP’s  Fundraising  Committee. 

Proposals  should  consist  of  a  brief  letter 
describing  the  organization  and  its  primary 
purpose,  and  the  nature  of  the  project  to  be 
funded.  Requests  should  be  mailed  no  later 
than  March  5,  1989  to  ACT  UP,  496A  Hud¬ 
son  Street,  Suite  G4,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10014. 

□  Marc  Stein 

Boston  safe  home 
network  for 
battered  lesbians 
forming 

BOSTON  —  In  a  new  effort  in  the  strug¬ 
gle  against  battering,  local  lesbians  are 
organizing  to  establish  a  multi-cultural  safe 
home  and  support  network  in  the  local  area. 
The  organizers  seek  lesbians  of  color  and 
lesbians  with  disabilities  who  are  interested 
in  “organizing  to  end  the  violence  in  our 
communities.”  Battered  and  formerly  bat¬ 
tered  lesbians  are  especially  encouraged  to 
join,  and  batterers  are  not  welcome.  For 
more  information,  call  617/661-2498 
V/TDD. 

□  Marc  Stein 

First  PWA  granted 
custody  of  child  by 
court  dies  at  33 

FORTUNA,  Calif.  —  Artie  Wallace,  the 
first  parent  with  AIDS  to  be  granted 
“custody”  of  a  child,  died  Jan.  29  of  AIDS- 
related  complications,  according  to  the  Les¬ 
bian  Rights  Project. 

Wallace  was  given  custody  of  his  10-year- 
old  son  Shawn  in  June  1988  following  the 
testimony  of  court-appointed  experts,  who 
recommended  that  custody  go  to  the  father. 
Two  months  later  Shawn  was  kidnapped  by 
his  mother,  who  kept  father  and  son  apart 
for  the  next  seven  months.  Attorneys, 
private  investigators  and  the  Federal  Bureau 
of  Investigation  succeeded  in  locating 
Shawn  and  his  mother  in  Arizona,  and 
Shawn  returned  to  his  father. 

“[G]ay  parents  can  be  good  parents,  and 
people  with  AIDS  who  can  physically  care 
for  their  children  should  be  allowed  to  do 
so,”  Wallace  stated  after  he  was  granted 
permanent  custody. 

Wallace  was  born  in  West  Memphis,  Ark. 
and  was  a  U.S.  Army  veteran.  He  is  survived 
by  his  partner,  Rodney  Chilton,  his  son 
Shawn,  his  mother  Edna  K.  Graves,  and  his 
siblings  James  and  Marshall  Wallace  and 
Peggy  Cameron. 


Donations  can  be  made  in  Artie  Wallace’s 
name  to  the  Lesbian  Rights  Project,  1370 
Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103. 

The  Lesbian  Rights  Project,  based  in 
San  Francisco,  represented  Wallace  in  his 
fight  to  gain  custody  of  Shawn.  The  Project 
is  a  public  interest  law  firm  specializing  in 
sexual  orientation-based  discrimination 
law. 

□  Marc  Stein 

Support  for  prisoner 
PWAs  in  NY 

NEW  YORK  —  A  prisoners  with  AIDS 
(PWA)  Legal  Assistance  Network  is  being 
set  up  to  help  PWAs  who,  because  of  their 
medical  status,  are  denied  access  to  tem¬ 
porary  release,  participation  in  the  Family 
Reunion  Program,  telephone  privileges, 
work  assignments,  programs  and  medical 
treatment.  Law  clerks,  paralegals  and  sup¬ 
porters  at  other  New  York  correctional 
facilities  are  invited  to  assist  in  this  project 
and  to  contribute  to  a  newsletter,  called 
PWA  Support ,  devoted  entirely  to  these 
issues.  The  editor  of  the  newsletter,  John 
Greshem,  is  looking  for  information  about 
the  way  New  York  Department  of  Correc¬ 
tional  Services  violates  confidentiality  about 
HIV  infection,  ARC  and  AIDS.  If  you  have 
any  information,  send  it  to  Prisoners’  Legal 
Services,  105  Chambers  St.,  New  York,  NY 
10007. 

Also  in  New  York,  a  buddy  system  is  be¬ 
ing  developed  at  Bedford  Hills  prison  for 
PWAs  who  are  physically  and  mentally 
unable  to  care  for  themselves.  The  buddy 
will  take  responsibility  to  ensure  that  the 
PWA  receives  medication  or  time,  outside 
medical  attention  when  necessary,  help  with 
clemency  requests  and  other  kinds  of  needed 
care.  Untimely  and  inadequate  medical  care 
is  a  major  cause  of  the  deterioration  of  a 
PWA’s  condition,  so  buddies  will  document 
dates,  times,  names  and  incidents  associated 
with  improper  medical  care  of  PWAs.  An 
attempt  will  be  made  to  get  the  buddy 
system  into  all  prisons  in  the  New  York  State 
system. 

□  Mike  Riegle 

Galvin-Alsup 
memorial  set  up 

BOSTON  —  A  memorial  fund  is  being 
established  through  the  Haymarket 
People’s  Fund  to  provide  a  memorial  and 
support  for  those  coping  with  the  loss  of 
Susan  Galvin  and  Martha  AIsup,  two 
Boston  area  therapists  who  were  murdered 
in  November  on  the  Caribbean  island  of 
Anguilla.  The  projects  funded  will  include 
the  purchase  and  planting  of  a  tree  as  a  local 
living  memorial,  a  donation  to  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center  to  create  a  group 
room  in  their  new  building  bearing  Susan 
and  Martha’s  names,  an  annual  event  on 
topics  such  as  violence  against  women,  care 
for  caretakers  of  people  with  AIDS, 
therapeutic  group  work,  etc.  The  extent  of 
the  funding  will  depend  directly  on  how 
much  money  is  raised.  All  those  interested 
are  urged  to  send  their  tax  deductible  con¬ 
tributions  to:  The  Susan  Galvin,  Martha 
AIsup  Memorial/Haymarket  People’s 
Fund,  25  West  St.,  Boston,  MA  021 11. 

A  book  of  memories,  poems  and  stories 
about  Martha  and  Susan  will  be  available 
this  spring.  Pieces  to  be  included  in  the  book 
can  be  sent  to:  Martha  and  Susan’s  Book, 
c/o  Emily  Carey,  48  Pearl  St.,  Cambridge, 
MA  02139.  Please  include  a  SASE  if  you’d 
like  the  piece  returned. 

□  Mike  Riegle 

Celebration  ’90: 
Cultural  Festival 
and  Gay  Games  3 

VANCOUVER,  BC  —  The  Cultural 
Festival  of  Celebration  ’90  is  looking  for 
self-contained  theater  projects  (e.g.  one- 
person  shows)  that  travel  well.  Venues  for 
these  productions  will  be  provided.  The 
Theatre  Committee  needs  detailed  informa¬ 
tion  including  title,  subject  matter,  a  brief 
synopsis,  number  of  personnel  involved  and 
technical  requirements.  An  official  applica¬ 
tion  form  will  be  sent  to  candidates  whose 
projects  will  be  considered  for  inclusion  in 
the  festival. 


Script  submissions  are  also  being 
solicited.  One  original  script  will  be  given  a 
full  scale  production  during  the  Festival  in 
August  1990. 

Send  the  information  regarding  your  pro¬ 
ject  or  a  copy  of  your  script  to:  Theatre 
Coordinator,  Celebration  ’90,  1 170  Bute  St, 
Vancouver,  B.C..  Canada  V6E  1Z6.  The 
deadline  for  all  submissions  is  March  1, 
1990.  Please  enclose  a  stamped,  self- 
addressed  envelope  if  you  want  your  script 
copy  returned. 

□  Mike  Riegle 

Jazz  singer’s  death 
reveals  a  life  of 
passing 

SPOKANE,  Wash.  —  Jazz  entertainer 
Billy  Tipton,  who  often  performed  with 
such  notables  as  Jack  Teagarden,  Russ  Car¬ 
lyle  and  Scott  Cameron,  and  who  led  the 
Billy  Tipton  Trio,  was  actually  a  woman. 


Billy  Tipton  (C) 


This  news  was  revealed  to  the  public  upon 
Tipton’s  recent  death  at  age  74,  according  to 
the  Boston  Herald. 

Tipton,  who  passed  her  whole  life  as  a 
man,  was  legally  married  to  Kitty  Oakes  un¬ 
til  10  years  ago,  when  the  couple  separated. 
Oakes  was  not  available  for  comment. 

Tipton  and  Oakes  had  three  adopted 
sons,  none  of  whom  knew  that  Tipton  was 
passing.  Jon  Clark,  one  of  Tipton’s  sons 
said  of  Tipton  “He’ll  always  be  Dad.  But  I 
think  he  should  have  left  something  behind 
for  us,  something  that  would  have  explained 
the  truth.” 

The  Herald  theorized,  “Tipton  apparent¬ 
ly  decided  to  transform  his  sexual  identity  in 
order  to  have  a  career  during  an  era  when 
performing  in  a  swing  band  was  strictly  for 
men.” 

□  Liz  Galst 

ACT  UP/NY  kiss-in 
results  in  planned 
negotiations 

NEW  YORK  —  Negotiations  following  a 
demonstration  by  ACT  UP/New  York  that 
filled  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital  waiting  room 
with  nearly  100  kissing  protesters  have  led  to 
a  meeting  between  community  members  and 
hospital  administrators  scheduled  for  Feb. 
10.  Demonstrators  were  protesting  reports 
of  violence  against  lesbians  and  gay  men,  in¬ 
cluding  a  person  with  AIDS  (PWA),  by 
hospital  security  guards  (See  GCN,  Feb.  3, 
1988). 

In  addition,  GCN  obtained  a  draft  of  a 
letter  to  be  sent  by  Sister  Margaret  Sweeney, 
St.  Vincent’s  president,  to  the  Village  Voice, 
which  first  reported  the  two  stories.  Refer¬ 
ring  to  the  Voice  articles,  Sweeney  writes,  “I 
regret  these  unfortunate  incidents,  which 
are  being  investigated,  and  the  disquieting 
atmosphere  that  has  resulted.  I  have  become 
personally  involved  with  other  members  of 
St.  Vincent’s  administration  in  addressing 
this  important  community  matter.”  Sween¬ 
ey  goes  on  to  condemn  discrimination 
against  gay  men  and  lesbians,  and  to  reaf¬ 
firm  the  hospital’s  commitment  to  provide 
excellent  care  of  PWAs.  She  said  she  is  com¬ 
mitted  “to  establishing  a  means  to  discuss 
concerns  ...  with  members  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community.” 

Neil  Broome,  an  ACT  UP  member  in¬ 
volved  with  the  negotiations  process  told 
GCN  that  he  remained  skeptical  of  the 
hospital’s  intentions.  “They  seem  mainly  to 
be  engaged  in  damage  control,”  he  said, 
questioning  St.  Vincent’s  seriousness  about 
considering  ACT  UP’s  demand  of  sensitivi¬ 
ty  training  for  hospital  staff.  “Past  ac¬ 


complishments  are  unrelated  to  the  present 
problem,”  he  continued,  referring  to  a 
paragraph  in  Sweeney’s  letter  in  which  she 
calls  St.  Vincent’s  “a  longstanding  member 
of  the  community”  which  has  “responded 
to  a  variety  of  unique  community  needs.” 

The  Feb.  10  meeting,  scheduled  to  take 
place  at  the  hospital,  will  include  represen¬ 
tatives  from  ACT  UP,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  Against  Defamation,  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education  Fund,  and  an 
employee  of  the  New  York  City  Human 
Rights  Commission’s  AIDS  Discrimination 
Unit. 

□  Andrew  Miller 

Fat  dyke  anthology 
seeks  contributions 

SANTA  CRUZ,  Calif.  —  Contributions 
are  being  sought  for  an  anthology  by  and 
about  fat  lesbians.  Narratives,  essays,  short 
stories,  journal  entries,  poems,  cartoons, 
line  drawings,  graphics  and  black  and  white 
photos  addressing  the  experiences  of  fat  les¬ 
bians  are  welcome. 

The  call  for  contributions  urges  “Fat 
dykes  of  the  world  unite!  You  have  nothing 
to  lose....” 

Send  contributions  with  SASE  by  March 
1  to  Toni  L.  Cassista,  P.O.  Box  2968,  Santa 
Cruz,  CA  95063.  For  information,  call  (408) 
423-4734. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

‘Coming  out’ 
resources  for 
prisoners 

Gay  and  lesbian  prisoners,  who  are  inside 
for  reasons  arising  mainly  out  of  poverty 
and  racial  discrimination,  are  treated  with 
much  more  contempt  than  those  of  us  out 
here  in  ‘minimum  security’.  This  is  true  both 
inside  (fewer  jobs  for  gays,  especially  now 
with  AIDS,  less  physical  safety  &  more 
parole  requirements)  and  coming  out  (many 
halfway  houses  won’t  accept  gays). 

This  is  all  the  more  true  for  those  gay /les¬ 
bian  prisoners  who  are  upfront  about  who 
they  are.  Prison  administrations  can  do  this 
because  ‘our  community’  is  so  indifferent 
to,  and  thus  is  ignorant  about,  the  enormous 
power  of  their  bureaucracy  over  people’s 
lives  (The  law/court  bureaucracy  is  a  whole 
’nother  story.) 

Help  GCN  support  these  people’s  ‘com-  ■ 
ing  out’  (as  basically  all  of  them  do!)  by  sen¬ 
ding  us  up-to-date  tips  on  AIDS  Service 
Groups  with  prisoner  education/support 
teams,  job  &  training  opportunities,  low 
cost  temporary  housing,  and  any  other  info 
that  Could  be  useful  to  someone  coming  out 
with  the  stigma  “ex-con.”  (Imagine  for  a 
moment  trying  to  set  yourself  up  in  a  new 
town  with  little  or  no  $$  and  just  out  of  the 
joint.)  Better  yet,  let  us  hear  that  we  can 
refer  people  in  your  area  to  you  for  such  in¬ 
fo! 

Also,  books  (both  educational  &  others) 
are  harder  to  get  in  prisons,  where  ‘libraries’ 
(such  as  they  were)  are  being  converted  to 
dorms  when  enough  money  can’t  be  scared 
out  of  legislators  to  build  new  prisons.  Ask 
your  local  gay/lesbian/lefty  bookstore 
about  the  chance  of  putting  a  box  there  for 
people  to  leave  books  they’ve  already  read  & 
will  donate  to  a  prisoner  (&  even  a  jar  for 
postage  $!)  This  is  a  small  project  that  gets 
you  much  gratitude  from  prisoners  (who  are 
driven  a  bit  ‘mad’  stuck  in  a  cage  with 
nothing  to  do  much  of  the  time)  and  makes 
the  prisoners  feel  less  abandoned  and  thus 
less  ‘scared’  about  the  coming  transition 
back  to  the  free  world,  or  “minimum 
custody”,  as  they  say.  And  it’s  easily  done 
on  a  once-a-month  basis.  Write  GCN  for 
details  if  you  like. 

Most  gay/lesbian  newspapers  don’t  even 
respond  with  a  polite  “Sorry...”  to 
prisoners  who  ask  for  penpal  ads  or  to  ex¬ 
press  themselves  in  letters.  How  about 
writing  your  local  rag  about  this.  If  they 
want  to  hear  more  about  GClVs  experience 
with  the  Prisoner  Project,  just  have  them 
write  us.  Thanks! 

Note  to  prisoners:  You  too  can  let  us  hear 
about  groups  that  have  helped  you  or 
friends  of  yours  get  started  back  outside. 
Let  us  hear  about  them,  so  we  can  pass  the 
word  along.  □  Mike  Riegle 
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Project  Inform  goes  to 
NY 

Some  workshop  attendees  question  the  Project’s  emphasis 
on  pharmaceutical  approach  to  AIDS  and  the  narrowness 
of  its  data 


Rainbow  honors  lesbian 

BOSTON  —  Over  a  thousand  community  and  political  activists  representing  the  many  stripes  of  the 
Rainbow  Coalition  jammed  into  a  Boston  University  ballroom  to  honor  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  at  the 
Boston  Rainbow’s  annual  awards  banquet  on  Jan.  28. 

Lesbian-feminist  activist  Angela  Bowen  (R)  received  one  of  a  dozen  Constituency  Council  Awards 
from  Mel  King,  founding  member  of  the  Boston  Rainbow  and  former  mayoral  and  congressional  can¬ 
didate,  and  Maxine  Waters,  the  California  Assemblywoman  who  was  co-chair  of  Jesse  Jackson's 
presidential  campaign  effort  in  California.  Bowen  was  cited  for  her  active  role  in  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  and  for  being  "a  visible  role  model  and  for  speaking  out  for  lesbians  and 
gay  rights  in  as  loud  a  voice  as  she  does  for  Black  and  women’s  liberation." 

In  introductory  remarks,  Pat  Cusick,  a  member  of  the  Rainbow  board,  alluded  to  "the  three  words 
the  Democratic  Party  wouldn’t  allow  in  their  1988  platform,  but  which  the  Rainbow  Coaliton  proudly 
supports  —  lesbian  and  gay  rights.” 

□  Gordon  Gottlieb 

Activists  decry  Dukakis’ 
AIDS  budget 

Governor  defends  a  9%  increase  despite  a  65°7o  caseload 
growth 


By  Andrew  Miller 

NEW  YORK  —  Early  pharmaceutical 
intervention  and  persistent  blood  monitor¬ 
ing  for  people  infected  with  HIV  were  the 
primary  topics  of  a  Feb.  3  town  meeting  at 
New  York’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community 
Center  hosted  by  two  representatives  from 
Project  Inform,  a  San  Francisco-based  ad¬ 
vocacy  group.  The  meeting,  attended  by 
about  120  people,  was  one  in  a  series  of  four 
presentations  by  Martin  Delaney  and  Joe 
Brewer,  the  Project’s  co-founders,  at  various 
locations  in  New  York  City  and  Long 
Island. 

Delaney  and  Brewer  expressed  an 
unequivocal  need  for  people  at  risk  for  HIV 
infection  to  have  a  blood  test  to  determine 
their  antibody  status.  [HIV  is  a  virus 
thought  by  many  to  be  a  cause  of  AIDS.] 
While  stressing  the  need  to  seek  out 
anonymous  testing  to  avoid  discrimination 
resulting  from  public  disclosure  of  test 
results,  Delaney  said  that  in  concentrating 
on  the  political  and  psychological  implica¬ 
tions  of  the  HIV  antibody  test,  “we  have 
overlooked  its  profound  medical  impor¬ 
tance.”  Project  Inform’s  program  of  early 
treatment  of  HIV  infection  begins  with  the 
knowledge  of  one’s  antibody  status,  which, 
if  positive,  indicates  exposure  to  HIV. 

According  to  Delaney,  Project  Inform 
researches  and  assesses  information  about 
potential  treatments.  It  recommends  only 
those  that  it  determines  have  had  safety  and 
dosage  established  by  a  drug  trial  conducted 
by  someone  other  than  the  drug’s  manufac¬ 
turer.  The  efficacy  of  the  treatment  must 
also  be  corroborated  by  doctors  whose  pa¬ 
tients  have  used  the  drug,  or  by  positive 
evidence  by  any  trial  on  the  drug  up  until 
that  point.  In  addition,  Project  Inform  must 
find  the  drug  to  be  readily  available  to  the 
public,  although  some  drugs  recommended 
by  the  Project,  like  dextran  sulfate  and 
ribavirin,  must  be  imported  from  foreign 
countries. 

Delaney  said  that  HIV  antibody  positive, 
or  seropositive  individuals  should,  in  many 
cases,  begin  to  take  AZT  or  other  antiviral 
medication,  even  if  they  are  asymptomatic. 
The  Project  Inform  treatment  strategy  relies 


By  Judy  Harris 

BOSTON  —  Could  1989  be  the  year  for 
the  passage  of  the  Massachusetts  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Civil  Rights  Bill?  Now  in  its  seven¬ 
teenth  year,  activists  and  lobbyists  say  they 
are  hopeful  about  the  bill,  especially  given 
that  its  initial  1989  hearing  is  six  weeks 
earlier  in  the  legislative  calendar  than  ever 
before.  In  recent  years  when  it  seemed  the 
bill  had  the  support  of  a  majority  of 
legislators,  the  bill  was  stalled  in  various 
committees  until  the  end  of  the  season,  ef¬ 
fectively  killing  it.  But  this  year,  the  Coali¬ 
tion  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights  and 
the  Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Political  Caucus  (MGLPC)  have  combined 
their  efforts  to  ensure  the  bill  has  the  best 
chance  of  passing  yet,  according  to  lesbian 
and  gay  activists. 

Sen.  Lois  Pines  (D-Newton)  and  Rep. 
Marilyn  Travinsky  (D-Southbridge),  co- 
chairs  of  the  Commerce  and  Labor  Com¬ 
mittee  where  the  bill  will  begin  its  legislative 
journey,  agreed  to  give  the  bill  a  favorable 
report,  to  hear  the  bill  early  and,  unlike  last 
year,  to  hear  public  testimony. 

Barbara  Boring,  MGLPC’s  lobbyist,  told 
GCN  that  representatives  from  at  least  25 
groups  are  expected  to  deliver  testimony  to 
the  Committee  scheduled  to  hear  public 
testimony  bill  Feb.  15,  10:00  a.m.  in  room 
B1  of  the  Statehouse. 

According  to  Rob  Gale  of  MASS  ACT 
OUT,  activists  expect  Committee  members 
to  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill,  by  a  two  to  one 
margin.  Assuming  the  bill  is  voted  out  of  the 
Commerce  and  Labor  Committee,  the 
Committee  will  then  vote  on  whether  to  send 


on  monitoring  the  strength  of  a  person’s  im¬ 
mune  system  and  the  activity  of  the  HIV 
virus  in  the  body.  A  decline  in  the  number  of 
“T4-cells”  in  a  person’s  blood  over  a  period 
of  time  usually  indicates  an  immune  system 
dysfunction.  When  the  “T-cell  count” 
drops  below  a  certain  level,  susceptibility  to 
Pneumocystis  carinii  pneumonia  (PCP)  and 
other  opportunistic  infections  associated 
with  AIDS  increases,  according  to  the  Pro¬ 
ject  Inform  literature.  Delaney  recommends 
immunomodulating  drugs  for  seropositive 
individuals  with  declining  T-cells,  and  pro¬ 
phylactic  (preventative)  treatments  for  those 
with  very  low  T-cell  counts.  One  such  drug, 
aerosolized  pentamidine,  was  recently  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  FDA  for  more  widely  avail¬ 
able  use  in  preventatively  treating  PCP. 

Other  antivirals  currently  listed  by  Pro¬ 
ject  Inform  as  possible  treatments  include 
alpha  interferon,  dextran  sulfate,  and  riba¬ 
virin.  Immune  modulators  include  alpha  in¬ 
terferon,  DNCB,  and  antabuse  —  a  drug 
usually  prescribed  for  treating  alcoholism  — 
which  has  immune-boosting  properties. 
Acyclovir,  an  anti-viral,  is  recommended  as 
an  opportunistic  infection  preventative 
against  herpes-related  infections  like 
cytomegalovirus  (CMV). 

Although  most  in  attendance  seemed 
satisfied  with  and  appreciative  of  the  infor¬ 
mation  provided,  a  few  audience  members 
expressed  dissatisfaction  with  Project  In¬ 
form’s  aggressively  pharmaceutical  ap¬ 
proach  to  treatment.  They  complained  that 
this  strategy  can  make  otherwise  healthy, 
asymptomatic  seropositive  individuals  ill 
from  drug  side  effects.  They  pointed  to  the 
sizable  group  of  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs) 
who  choose  holistic  treatment,  and  to  the 
discussion  in  the  AIDS  community  about 
the  disadvantages  and  scope  of  AZT’s  side 
effects,  and  whether  they  outweigh  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  using  the  drug.  Delaney  and 
Brewer  maintain  that  AZT  is  most  effective, 
and  produces  the  fewest  number  of  side  ef¬ 
fects,  when  taken  by  people  who  are  the 
least  ill,  and  therefore  constitutionally  bet¬ 
ter  able  to  tolerate  it.  While  Project  Inform 
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it  to  the  House  or  the  Senate.  Activists  are 
pushing  for  the  bill  to  be  sent  to  the  House 
where  it  received  a  majority  of  supportive 
votes  in  both  1986  and  ’87.  Last  year,  the 
Bill  started  in  the  Senate  where  it  was  held 
up  in  the  Committee  for  the  Third  Reading 
until  the  legislative  session  ended.  In  both 
’86  and  ’87,  the  bill  reached  the  Senate 
Committee  for  the  Third  Reading  with  less 
than  45  days  left  in  the  legislative  session  — 
the  maximum  number  of  days  a  bill  can  be 
held  —  and  the  Committee  chair  Sen.  Ar¬ 
thur  Lewis  (R-Jamaica  Plain)  admittedly 
held  the  bill  to  prevent  it  from  passing. 

Gale,  who  organizes  the  ongoing 
Statehouse  vigil  to  support  lesbian  and  gay 
civil  rights  on  weekdays  from  5:30-7:00 
p.m.,  said  bill  supporters  should  “feel  like 
it’s  going  to  pass,  but  work  like  it’s  not.  It’s 
always  been  an  uphill  battle,”  said  Gale, 
“and  will  continue  to  be  so.” 

The  vigil,  as  of  Feb.  10,  will  have  com¬ 
pleted  its  Fifth  consecutive  week,  and  by 
Feb.  20  will  have  broken  last  year’s  record 
of  31  days  of  visible  action.  According  to 
Gale,  there  have  been  an  average  of  eight 
participants  each  night,  with  warmer  nights 
attracting  as  many  as  20  people.  The  group 
is  planning  a  “kiss-in  and  celebration  of  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  love”  for  Feb.  14,  Saint  Valen¬ 
tine’s  Day. 

Individuals  or  groups  interested  in  presen¬ 
ting  testimony  in  favor  of  the  les/gay  rights 
bill  Feb.  15  should  contact  MGPLC  at  (61 7) 
262-  1565.  □ 


By  Judy  Harris 

BOSTON  —  Governor  Michael  Dukakis’ 
budget  recommendations  for  fiscal  year 
1990,  announced  Jan.  25,  has  sent  a^yave  of 
panic  through  the  AIDS  advocacy  com¬ 
munity.  Having  witnessed  an  estimated  65 
percent  increase  in  AIDS  cases  between 
fiscal  year  1988  to  fiscal  year  1989,  ad¬ 
vocates  statewide  had  agreed  to  request  a  65 
percent  increase  in  funding  to  maintain  the 
same  level  of  services  previously  provided 
for  their  now  inflated  caseloads. 

Dukakis’  proposed  budget  represents  on¬ 
ly  a  fractional  increase  in  actual  services,  an 
increase  that  will  not  account  for  the  grow¬ 
ing  numbers  of  people  with  AIDS  (PWAs) 
in  Massachusetts,  according  to  advocates. 
And  although  it  is  widely  agreed  that  the 
budget  process  has  only  just  begun,  state  of¬ 
ficials  are  indicating  that  Dukakis  will  not 
recommend  more  AIDS  funding,  given  the 
huge  deficit  and  recent  lack  of  support  for 
his  revenue-raising  plans. 

In  numbers,  Dukakis’  proposed  budget 
looks  like  this:  $18.9  million,  up  from  $14.6 
million  in  FY  ’89,  an  increase  of  about  $4.3 
million. 

In  actual  service  expansion,  however, 
state  officials  confirmed  that  the  proposed 
FY  1990  budget  represents  only  a  $1  million 
increase  —  nine  percent  —  from  last  year’s 
budget.  One  half  will  be  allocated  for  “in¬ 
novative  services”  for  people  of  color  and 
IV  drug  users  and  their  partners.  The  re¬ 
mainder  will  fund  AIDS  education  and 
prevention  activities.  The  balance,  just  over 
$3  million,  is  allotted  simply  for  cost  of  liv¬ 
ing  increases  and  for  continuing  programs 
that  started  this  Fiscal  year,  according  to 
John  Stobierski  at  the  state’s  Department  of 
Public  Health  (DPH). 

“The  whole  thing  is  a  mess,”  said  Larry 
Kessler,  executive  director  of  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee,  in  reference  to  the  budget. 
“It’s  very  discouraging  (given)  that  we’ve 
been  lobbying  for  a  65  percent  increase  bas¬ 
ed  on  the  expanding  epidemic,  to  hear  the 
governor  is  going  to  [add)  $1  million  —  less 
than  10  percent.” 

According  to  Kessler,  “It’s  been  difFicult 
getting  people  in  the  State  House  to  support 
[a  more  substantial  increase  in  the  AIDS 
budget]  because  they  all  say,  ‘I’ll  be  out  of 
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office’,  or  ‘There’ll  be  a  cure  by  then.  We’ll 
have  a  vaccine.’  “Well,”  Kessler  continued, 
“I  don’t  think  we  can  count  on  that.” 

Paul  Brady,  executive  director  of  AIDS 
Project  Worcester,  also  expressed  regrets 
over  the  budget  process.  According  to 
Brady  and  some  State  House  insiders,  it’s 
possible  the  budget  will  not  be  resolved 
before  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  in  Ju¬ 
ly.  That  would  mean  that  all  programs 
receiving  state  funding  would  be  forced  to 
operate  on  a  month-to-month  budget. 
“Everybody  loses  in  a  situation  like  that,” 
said  Brady. 

Holly  Ladd,  director  of  the  Boston  AIDS 
Consortium,  lamented,  “Sixty-five  percent 
represented  an  agreed  upon  sense  of  what 
the  increased  need  is  from  a  number  of  dif¬ 
ferent  perspectives....  The  65  percent  is  just 
to  meet  the  current  need.  That’s  not  going  to 
help  us  beat  this  disease.” 

Regarding  the  actual  AIDS  budget  ap¬ 
propriations,  Brady  and  Ladd  pointed  out 
that  a  significant  portion  of  the  AIDS 
budget  is  actually  going  to  methadone 
maintenance  programs  for  IV  drug  users. 
“We  need  to  stop  kidding  ourselves  in  this 
state  ...  saying  methadone  is  preventing  HIV 
[infection].  It’s  not  the  best  way  of  preven¬ 
ting  AIDS  in  addicts.” 

Last  year,  after  Brady  and  Kessler  lobbied 
hard  for  a  $1.5  million  line  item  for  AIDS 
prevention  services,  the  DPH  was  able  to 
allot  the  money  to  methadone  programs 
because  of  the  vague  wording  —  “HIV 
prevention”  —  in  the  budget. 

State  health  ofFicials  claim  that  by  pro¬ 
viding  IV  drug  users  with  methadone  —  a  li¬ 
quid  drug  which  is  itself  addictive  but  seen 
as  less  dangerous  than  heroin  —  they  are  ef¬ 
fectively  cutting  down  the  chances  of  people 
exchanging  contaminated  hypodermic 
needles,  thereby  lowering  the  transmission 
rate  of  AIDS.  Speaking  as  a  recovering 
heroin  and  cocaine  addict,  Brady  explained, 
“I  personally  don’t  know  anyone  —  and 
I’m  talking  about  hundreds  of  people  — 
who  didn’t  also  use  illicit  drugs  while  on  a 
methadone  maintenance  program....  We 
can’t  pretend  we’re  doing  the  right  thing. 
We  have  to  talk  about  what’s  real  and  what 
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Mass,  gay  rights 
backers  bank  on 


i*1antyn  Humphries 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


Hello/Goodbye 

With  this  issue  we  officialy  welcome  our  new  (if 
temporary)  Promotions  Manager,  Kathleen  Walker. 
A  1987  lottery  winner  (which  explains  how  she  can 
afford  to  work  here)  Kathleen  will  be  responsible 
for  pushing  this  rag  into  the  hands  of  every 
homosexual  person  on  the  planet  —  or  thereabouts 
—  until  sometime  this  Spring  when  she  takes  off  for 
Seattle  and  GCN  searches  for  a  permanent  replace¬ 
ment. 

This,  of  course,  means  we  must  bid  a  fond 
farewell  to  our  outgoing  and  outspoken  Promo¬ 
tions  Manager  (not  to  mention  former  Advertising 
Manager),  Dan  Page.  Oh,  how  we  shall  miss  his 
whooping  laughter  —  able  to  penetrate  the  thick¬ 
est,  most  sound-proofed  walls  —  and  his  virtually 
denim-free  wardrobe.  In  honor  of  Dan's  innovative 
promotional  work,  it  has  been  suggested  that  GCN 
officially  retire  the  title  “Promo  Homo,"  for  surely 
there  is  no  one  more  homo  than  our  Dan.  Best 
wishes,  D.P.! 

Happy  Anniversary 
Mike! 


Some  of  the  most  common  phrases  uttered  at 
GCN  Central  include  “I've  been  employed  here  for 
three  months,  I  need  some  rest,"  or  "The  year- 
and-a-half  I've  worked  here  have  been  the  longest 
ten  years  of  my  life...." 

But  staff  members  have  nothing  on  Office  Mana¬ 
ger/Prisoner  Project  Coordinator  Mike  Riegle  who  this 
week  celebrates  his  —  are  you  ready  for  this!  — 
TENTH  YEAR  as  a  member  of  the  GCN  collec¬ 
tive.  How  has  he  done  it!  What’s  his  secret?  We're 
talking  a  decade  of  GCN  ups  and  downs,  fire  and 
rain  (literally).  Mike,  we  want  you  to  know,  the  rest 
of  the  staff  admires  your  dedication,  commitment, 
and  what’s  left  of  your  psychological  stamina. 


Coordinate  GCN 
Features 

.  ■  »  -  •  .  i  :  •  »  .  i  !  * 

GCN  is  looking  for  volunteers  to  help  coordinate 
the  film,  theater  and  book  sections  of  our  features 
department.  We'd  like  to  have  two  people  in  each 
section  who  are  interested  in  selecting  productions, 
books,  films  (whatever  your  area)  for  review  and 
then  finding  reviewers  to  do  the  job.  We'd  also  like 
to  find  people  who  are  up  on  current  controversies 
in  the  lesbian/gay,  feminist,  progressive  world  and 
able  to  locate  reviewers  from  a  variety  of 
backgrounds,  cultures,  communities.  Send  a  letter 
of  interest  ASAP  to  Features  Coordinators,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116  or  call 
Stephanie  Poggi  or  Chris  Wittke  for  more  informa¬ 
tion. 


“Community  Voices"  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out" 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Comrades,  not  terrorists 

Dear  GCN: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  the  interesting  ar¬ 
ticle  on  lesbians  and  political  prisoners  in 
your  Jan.  8-14  edition.  I  am  an  old  personal 
friend  of  Linda  Evans  and  also  know  and 
love  Susan  Rosenberg  and  Laura  White- 
horn. 

1  think  it  is  very  important  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men  to  understand  that  although  we 
have  had  to  fight  for  —  and  will  continue  to 
have  to  fight  for  —  our  right  to  love  whom 
we  will,  it  is  even  more  necessary  to  figure 
out  that  this  whole  system  is  rotten  to  the 
core.  It  has  been  a  heartbreak  in  my  experi¬ 
ence  to  see  so  many  lesbians  and  gay  men 


devoting  themselves  to  reactionary 
politics.  Hey,  “gay  Republicans”  as  a  con¬ 
tradiction  in  terms?  I  mean,  it’s  not  who 
sleeps  with  whom,  but  what  kind  of  people 
we  are,  whether  we  fight  for  a  just  world, 
free  of  racism  and  exploitation. 

We  have  so  much  work  to  do,  to  build  real 
and  strong  and  woman-led  coalitions  that 
are  anti-imperialistic  and  that  are  also  ac¬ 
tively  fighting  homophobia,  inside  our  or¬ 
ganizations  and  in  our  demands  for  change. 

I  will  be  at  their  (Linda,  Susan, 
Laura’s]  trial  in  Washington,  D.C.,  because 
I  am  proud  of  them.  I  am  proud  of  their  po¬ 
litical  resistance,  their  commitment  and 
their  revolutionary  womanness.  I  am  also 
proud  to  know  the  “straight  men”  who  are 
their  comrades  because  I  know,  a  little  bit, 
of  their  struggles  to  become  feminist  men  in 
the  movement  to  support  national  liberation 
struggles. 

Again,  thanks  for  your  coverage  and  I 
hope  you  will  cover  their  trial  in  the  spring.  1 
also  hope  you  publish  this  “thank  you” 
because  those  of  us  —  on  the  outside  — 
need  to  understand  that  these  beautiful 
women  are  comrades,  not  terrorists. 

Sincerely, 
Trella  A.  Laughlin 
Austin,  Tex. 

Saddened  by  classmate’s  death 

Dear  GCN: 

1  was  very  saddened  today  to  read,  be¬ 
latedly,  that  Bob  Donner  had  passed  away 
last  summer,  [which  was]  mentioned  in  the 
Joseph  Farinella  obituary  [GCN,  Jan.  22-28, 
1989], 

Bob  and  I  were  classmates  at  the  Boston 
Architectural  Center  (BAC)  in  1974  and  ’75, 
before  I  moved  away  from  the  area.  I  just 
read  his  name  on  a  list  of  alumni  who  the 
school  had  lost  track  of,  and  was  looking 
forward  to  possibly  finding  him  at  the  BAC 
Centennial  exhibit  next  December. 

Jim  Davis 
Elizabeth,  N.J. 

Community  insensitivity  on 
battering 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  the  recent  ar¬ 
ticles  about  lesbian  battering  which  have 
been  in  your  Speaking  Out  section  [GCN, 
Jan.  15-21,  1989].  1  cannot  speak  as  either  a 
battered  lesbian  or  a  batterer,  but  I  can  ad¬ 
dress  the  issue  of  supposed  “ostracizing  and 
exiling”  of  the  batterers  from  our  communi¬ 
ty. 

Several  years  ago  my  lover  was  involved  in 
an  abusive  relationship.  When  my  lover  left 
the  relationship,  the  abuser  made  threats  of 
violence  toward  her  (my  lover)  and  her 
friends.  The  abuser  continues  to  be  welcom¬ 
ed  in  the  community,  despite  the  fact  that 
many  women  are  aware  of  some  of  the 
events  that  took  place  within  the  relation¬ 
ship.  When  the  topic  arises,  my  lover  tells 
her  story.  She  feels  it  is  important  for 
women  to  know  what  happened.  I  feel  it  is 
very  brave.  1  have  yet  to  hear  her  tell  the 
story  to  someone  who  says,  “thank  you  for 
warning  me”  or  anything  like  that.  The 
truth  is  that  people  don’t  want  to  hear  it. 

Although  it  has  been  years  since  the  abuse 
took  place,  the  fear  remains.  On  one  occa¬ 
sion  my  lover  asked  that  we  leave  a  poetry 
reading  because  the  abuser  was  there  and  my 
lover  did  not  feel  safe  in  a  small  room  with 
the  abuser.  On  many  occasions  my  lover  has 
expressed  to  me  when  we  were  going  to  an 
event,  “I  sure  hope  —  isn’t  there!”  Goddess 
knows  how  many  times  she  has  felt  that  and 
no  one  knew  about  it. 

My  point  is  the  community  has  NOT 
ostracized  the  abuser,  AND  the  effects  are 
still  being  felt  by  my  lover  and  the  people 
who  care  about  her.  Her  community  has  in 
effect  given  her  a  choice:  GET  OVER  IT  OR 
STAY  HOME!!! 

_  Cindy  Livingston 

Henrietta,  N.Y. 

Innocent  man  in  prison 
because  he  is  gay 

Dear  GCN: 

Sometime  in  December  1988  I  read  a  letter 
in  your  paper  from  Michael  Genthner,  a 
prisoner.  In  the  letter  he  professed  in¬ 
nocence  of  the  crime  he  was  charged  with. 

It  being  the  holiday  season  (Christmas) 
and  knowing  the  stress  of  being  isolated 
from  family  and  friends  at  that  time  of  year, 
I  sent  Mr.  Genthner  a  card.  We  have  been 
corresponding  regularly  since  that  time. 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


The  myths  of  Harvey  Milk 


On  19  January  I  made  a  two  hour  visit 
with  Mr.  Genthner,  a  young  man  with  a 
level  and  steady  gaze,  open  and  honest  ap¬ 
pearance. 

I  am  a  born  skeptic,  and  have  always  been 
doubtful  of  a  a  prisoner’s  profession  of  in¬ 
nocence,  believing  instead  that,  where  there 
is  smoke  there  is  probably  also  fire. 

Mr.  Genthner  is  a  far  more  trusting  in¬ 
dividual  than  I  shall  ever  be.  He  entrusted 
me,  a  relative  stranger  with  his  complete 
case  documentation,  gathered  by  himself 
with  great  difficulty  from  various  sources.  It 
included  a  complete  transcript  of  his  trial, 
pre-sentencing  report,  sentence,  etc. 

In  reading  this  voluminous  material,  1  was 
first  attentive  to  the  legal  process  with  which 
I  am  unfamiliar,  then  entranced  at  the 
testimony  given,  then  horrified  at  the  ver¬ 
dict  and  sentence  produced  from  such  sket¬ 
chy  evidence. 

It  became  apparent  to  me  that  Mr.  Gen- 
thner’s  open  profession  of  being  gay  was  the 
prime  factor  in  his  conviction  and  sentenc¬ 
ing.  I  now  not  only  firmly  believe  in  his  in¬ 
nocence,  but  also  believe  that  the  jurors  that 
convicted  him  and  the  Judge  that  sentenced 
him  were  homophobic  beyond  any  doubt. 

The  lawyer  provided  him  by  the  court 
could  only  be  described  at  best  as  being  an 
uninterested  participant. 

I  realize  that  when  a  case  comes  before  the 
courts  that  has  the  potential  to  challenge 
and  perhaps  change  a  bad  law,  the  ACLU, 
GLAD,  and  many  other  organizations  are 
ready  and  willing  to  participate  in  that  par¬ 
ticular  case.  Mr.  Genthner  has  nothing  go¬ 
ing  for  him  to  interest  any  particular  group 
that  I  am  aware  of. 

I  am  feeling  the  terrible  frustration  of  be¬ 
ing  convinced  that  an  innocent  man  is  in 
prison  because  he  is  gay.  What  is  even  more 
frustrating,  is  not  knowing  of  anything  to 
do  about  it. 

I  shall  have  to  mail  Mr.  Genthner’s  case 
history  back  to  him  shortly.  If  you  should 
wish  to  print  any  of  it,  I  would  be  able  to 
summarize  the  major  points  of  it  from 
memory. 

I  would  prefer  that  my  name  not  be 
printed,  as  I  live  in  an  extremely  small  rural 
community. 

Sincerely, 

■  Name  withheld  by  request 

Maine 


By  James  F.  Gibbons 

Recently  a  brother  in  Boston’s  South 
End,  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Gibbons,  S.J.,  sent 
me  a  copy  of  the  November  27  Boston 
Globe  Magazine ,  which  contained  a  feature 
article  on  San  Francisco’s  Castro  District. 
The  article  looked  at  both  in  November 
1987,  when  Mayor  George  Moscone  and  Ci¬ 
ty  Supervisor  Harvey  Milk  were  killed  by 
recently-resigned  and  hoping-to-be-re- 
appointed  City  Supervisor  Dan  White,  and 
the  Castro  in  1988. 

This  article  astounded  me  because  I  did 
not  fully  realize  how  the  grossly  unhistorical 
myths  of  both  Harvey  Milk’s  San  Francisco 
years  (1972-1978)  and  his  death  had  been  ex¬ 
ported  to  gay  men’s  and  gay  women’s  com¬ 
munities  outside  of  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area,  including  my  own  native  and  historic- 
ally-conscious  Boston. 

I  was  born  in  St.  Ann’s  parish  in  Dorches¬ 
ter’s  Neponset  and  grew  up  from  age  six  on 
Skinner  Hill  in  Roslindale,  where  I  attended 
the  parish  school  at  the  Sacred  Heart 
Church  on  Prospect  Hill.  I  strongly  think 
Bostonians  need  to  understand  clearly  that 
Harvey  Milk’s  tragic  death  was  totally  unre¬ 
lated  to  his  homosexuality,  but  was  the  pro¬ 
duct  of  a  local  political  struggle  to  control 
the  pivotal  sixth  seat  on  a  City  Board  of 
Supervisors  with  five  “liberal”  and  five 
“conservative”  members. 

Dan  White,  a  law-and-order  political  con¬ 
servative  from  a  family  with  deep  roots  in 
“blue  collar”  San  Francisco,  had  suddenly 
resigned  his  seat,  probably  because  he  be¬ 
came  despondent  when  Harvey  Milk  chang¬ 
ed  his  promise  to  vote  against  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  center  for  mentally-troubled 
teenagers  at  the  discontinued  Convent 
School  of  the  Good  Shepherd  in  White’s 
supervisorial  district.  After  resigning, 
pressure  was  placed  on  White  to  reconsider 
by  the  San  Francisco  Police  Officers’ 
Association  and  other  conservative  groups 
who  did  not  wish  to  see  this  vital  sixth  seat 
controlled  by  liberals.  The  primary  loyalty 
of  the  liberals  was  to  the  residential 
neighborhoods,  and  not  to  Downtown  San 
Francisco’s  business  interests. 

Tragically,  George  Moscone,  a  genuine 
political  liberal  in  his  philosophy,  initially 
publicly  stated  that  he  would  re-appoint 
White  to  the  seat  to  which  he  had  been 
elected  12  months  earlier. 

Harvey  Milk,  who  ironically  essentially 
lacked  any  deep  commitment  to  political 
liberalism  —  after  all,  he  had  been  a 


Goldwater  Republican  just  a  decade  before 
—  was  one  of  many  San  Francisco  politi¬ 
cians  who  successfully  persuaded  Moscone 
to  change  his  decision  to  re-appoint  White. 

Obviously,  Dan  White  felt  he  had  lost 
face  among  his  peers  and,  motivated  to  get 
even  with  what  he  saw  as  two  “their-word- 
is-not-worth-shit”  politicians,  he  irrational¬ 
ly  struck  out  in  a  murderous  rage  against 
Moscone  and  Milk. 

Bostonians  need  to  realize  that  the 
newspapers  and  TV  news  had  left  no  doubt 
that  behind  the  scenes  Harvey  Milk  was 
relentlessly  pressuring  Mayor  Moscone  to 
not  re-appoint  White  to  his  seat.  Harvey 
Milk  was  perceived  as  the  “Stop  White’s  ap¬ 
pointment”  leader. 

Looking  back  over  10  years,  it  is  tragically 
clear  that  Mayor  Moscone’s  loss  terminated 
political  liberalism  in  San  Francisco  for  a 
decade.  As  difficult  as  it  is  to  admit  this,  it  is 

Bostonians  need  to 
understand  clearly  that 
Harvey  Milk's  tragic  death 
was  totally  unrelated  to  his 
homosexuality,  but  was  the 
product  of  a  local  political 
struggle  to  control  the  pivotal 
sixth  seat  on  a  City  Board  of 
Supervisors  with  five 
“liberal”  and  five 
“ conservative ”  members. 

also  clear  that  Dan  White  himself,  a  person 
whose  personality  lacked  the  necessary  give- 
and-take  essential  for  an  effective  politician, 
was  the  third  tragic  victim  of  the  senseless 
violence  in  San  Francsico  City  Hall  on 
November  27,  1978. 

Milk’s  assassination  created  almost  im¬ 
mediately  the  myth  that  he  was  a  “gay  mar¬ 
tyr”  and  this  unhistorical  myth  has  created 
another  myth,  which  has  distorted  totally  an 
understanding  of  the  history  of  the  gay 
struggle  for  social  justice  in  the  City  of  San 
Francisco  and  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay 
Area. 

The  truth  is  that  Harvey  Milk  was  not  a 
cause  of  gay  liberation,  but  a  product  of  it. 
Thanks  to  the  pioneering  political  activism 
of  the  gay  men  and  the  gay  women  of  the 


Mattachine  Society  and  the  Daughters  of 
Bilitis  who  founded  in  1964  the  two  coali¬ 
tion  societies,  The  Society  for  Individual 
Rights  and  The  Council  on  Religion  and  the 
Homosexual,  the  gay  men’s  and  gay 
women’s  community  in  San  Francisco 
emerged  as  a  not-to-be-ignored-if-you-wish- 
to-be-elected  political  constituency.  With 
Diane  Feinstein’s  initial  election  to  the  City 
Board  of  Supervisors  in  November  1969,  no 
serious  politician  in  San  Francisco  question¬ 
ed  this  political  reality.  In  1969  Feinstein,  a 
political  unknown,  had  openly  and  aggres¬ 
sively  wooed  the  gay  vote.  She  proved  its  ex¬ 
istence  and,  in  so  doing,  a  new  day  dawned 
for  gay  men  and  gay  women  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  —  and  in  Oakland  and  other  Bay  Area 
cities. 

In  1970,  however,  when  gay  New  Yorkers 
and  gay  Bostonians  had  the  insightful 
political  moxie  and  guts  to  commemorate 
publicly  the  first  anniversary  of  the 
Stonewall  Riots  of  June  27,  28  and  29,  1969 
in  Greenwich  Village,  they  successfully 
launched  a  nationwide  Gay  Liberation 
Movement.  From  Boston  to  Honolulu  and 
from  Nome  to  Key  West,  gay  men  and  gay 
women  became  electrified  by  the  application 
to  their  own  lives  of  the  ideas  and  ideals  con¬ 
cerning  social  charity  and  social  justice  of 
the  Civil  Rights  Movement  of  the  1950s  and 
1960s. 

Harvey  Milk  would  never  have  emerged 
from  his  gay  closet  —  and  politically  evolved 
out  of  his  Goldwater  Republican  conserva¬ 
tism  —  if  the  gay  New  Yorkers  and  the  gay 
Bostonians  had  not  created  the  national  Gay 
Liberation  Movement.  And  they  did  this 
through  their  communal  celebration  and 
hopeful  seconding  of  the  largely  street-wise 
and  queenly  Stonewall  Rioters  who,  in¬ 
spired  by  the  Civil  Rights  Movement’s  phil¬ 
osophy  of  hope,  had  taken  their  stand  for 
human  and  civil  rights. 

In  these  post-Stonewall  years,  thousands 
of  gay  newcomers  flocked  to  San  Francisco. 
These  newcomers  lacked  any  knowledgeable 
or  emotional  ties  to  the  local  Bay  Area  gay 
pioneers  of  the  Society  for  individual  Rights 
or  of  The  Council  on  Religion  and  the 
Homosexual.  Harvey  Milk,  a  newcomer 
himself,  perceived  this  ignorance  and,  polit¬ 
ical  opportunist  that  he  was,  made  himself 
the  Pied  Piper  of  the  post-Stonewall  gay  im¬ 
migrants  to  San  Francisco  and  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Bay  Area. 


Escalating  peace:  a  next  step  to  resist  global  violence 


By  George  Jarret 

In  the  last  5,000  years,  the  dominant  force 
in  political  and  social  life  has  been  organized 
violence.  From  the  Roman  Empire  to  the 
Crusades,  from  Nazi  Germany  to  Nicara¬ 
gua,  armies  have  been  an  enduring  and 
decisive  factor  in  determining  the  state  of 
people’s  lives.  And  political  systems  that  use 
overt  military  violence  sustain  and  perpetu¬ 
ate  structural  violence  that  undermines  the 
quality  of  life  and  human  dignity  of  their 
members. 

Beginning  September  1,  1989,  an  organiz¬ 
ed  force  —  the  Peace  Army  —  will  seek  to 
challenge  and  reverse  that  underlying  vio¬ 
lence.  Waging  peace  as  seriously  as  the 
military  has  waged  war,  the  Peace  Army  will 
be  composed  of  people  who  commit  to 
spend  a  year  of  their  lives  engaged  in 
creative  direct  action  against  first  strike 
nuclear  weapons. 

First  Strike 

First  strike  nuclear  weapons  are  a  natural 
target  because,  in  many  ways,  they  are  the 
ultimate  tool  of  military  violence.  Since  the 
atomic  bomb  was  first  developed  during 
World  War  II,  the  United  States  govern¬ 
ment  has  seriously  threatened  a  surprise 
nuclear  attack  —  a  first  strike  —  many 
times.  The  threat  has  backed  up  U.S.  stand¬ 
ing  in  areas  such  as  Europe,  Korea  and  Viet¬ 
nam. 

During  the  1970s  and  ’80s,  Congress  and 
the  Pentagon  have  led  a  massive  effort  to 
build  and  deploy  new  weapons  and  delivery 
systems  that  are  specifically  designed  for 
such  a  first  strike.  With  systems  like  the  Tri¬ 
dent  ll/D-5  missile,  anti-submarine  technol¬ 
ogy  and  “Star  Wars”  anti-missile  weapons, 
the  United  States  would  wield  un¬ 
precedented  and  unequaled  weapons  in 


world  affairs.  With  no  threat  of  retaliation, 
the  U.S.  government  could  escalate  its  in¬ 
tervention  in  other  countries  with  impunity. 
Worse  yet,  many  Pentagon  planners  believe 
a  surprise  first  strike  attack  would  result  in 
an  “acceptable”  toll:  20-30  million  U.S. 
civilian  casualties  —  what  they  consider  a 
small  cost  to  ensure  U.S.  global  dominance 
until  the  end  of  time. 

The  Peace  Army 

Taking  this  lynch  pin  military  strategy  as 
its  first  target,  the  Peace  Army  is  an  exten¬ 
sion  of  past  nonviolent  peace  movements. 

Waging  peace  as  seriously  as 
the  military  has  waged  war, 
the  Peace  Army  will  be 
composed  of  people  who 
commit  to  spend  a  year  of 
their  lives  engaged  in  creative 
direct  action  against  first 
strike  nuclear  weapons. 

Drawing  on  the  tactics  of  peace  marches, 
peace  encampments,  direct  action  cam¬ 
paigns  and  plowshares  actions,  the  affinity 
groups  of  the  Peace  Army  will  focus  on  one 
or  more  facilities  that  are  weak  links  in  the 
first  strike  infrastructure. 

The  campaign  will  begin  with  a  prepara¬ 
tion  and  training  period  starting  September 
1,  1989.  Peace  Army  participants  will  share 
the  skills  of  building  and  sustaining  a  power¬ 
ful  community  of  resistance:  consensus  pro¬ 
cess,  food  preparation,  backcountry  tactics, 
etc.,  etc.  When  the  preparations  are  done, 
the  Peace  Army  will  go  to  the  facility  chosen 


as  the  location  of  our  first  actions. 

There,  they  will  set  up  the  community 
necessary  to  sustain  the  Army.  And  affinity 
groups  will  plan  and  execute  nonviolent  ac¬ 
tions  to  both  symbolically  and  directly 
challenge  weapons  development  —  block¬ 
ades,  neighborhood  outreach,  backcountry 
occupations,  postering,  and  direct  disarma¬ 
ment  (plowshares)  are  among  the  scenarios 
they  might  choose. 

The  structure  and  process  of  the  Peace 
Army  will  be  based  on  the  affinity  group. 
Affinity  groups  are  small  (5-20  people) 
groups  of  people  brought  together  for  the 
purpose  of  resistance.  Army-wide  decisions 
will  be  made  by  affinity  groups  via  a  council 
of  spokespeople,  while  the  groups  will  act 
autonomously  or  in  small  clusters  to  plan 
and  execute  actions. 

Surrounding  the  affinity  groups  of  the 
Peace  Army  will  be  a  larger  circle  of  sup¬ 
porters  in  different  places  around  the  coun¬ 
try.  These  supporters  will  provide  much  of 
the  money,  media  contact  and  other  help 
that  the  Peace  Army  will  need,  and  they  will 
also  plan  demonstrations  and  actions  in 
solidarity  with  the  Peace  Army. 

Raising  a  Peace  Army 

Right  now,  activists  are  faced  with  the 
task  of  raising  the  Peace  Army.  The  First 
Strike  Prevention  Project  (in  Santa  Cruz, 
Calif.)  has  gathered  the  names  of  some  200 
people  around  the  country  and  the  world 
who  want  to  work  on  the  Peace  Army.  Sev¬ 
eral  groups  (including  Seeds  of  Peace  and 
the  Mobilization  for  Survival)  have  lent 
their  endorsement  to  the  Peace  Army.  And 
the  initial  meetings  to  determine  the  ap¬ 
proach  and  timeline  for  organizing  the 
Peace  Army  have  been  held. 


The  next  step  in  this  ambitious  program  is 
to  identify  local  organizers  in  regions  all 
across  the  country.  Together,  they  will  work 
to  spread  the  word  about  the  Peace  Army, 
form  the  affinity  groups  that  will  make  it 
up,  and  (of  course)  find  the  financial  and 
personal  support  necessary  for  such  a  task. 

Local  organizers  will  come  together  on 
Presidents’  Day  weekend  in  February  1989, 
to  share  skills  and  report  on  their  progress. 
At  that  meeting  they  will  also  set  the  agenda 
for  the  first  Peace  Army  spokescouncil  (for 
the  Peace  Army  affinity  groups),  which  will 
be  held  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada  on  April  5-6, 
immediately  before  American  Peace  Test’s 
Reclaim  the  Test  Site  II  action. 

If  you  are  interested  in  becoming  a 
member,  supporter,  or  organizer  of  the 
Peace  Army,  please  write  to:  Peace  Army 
Catalyst  Collective,  c/o  FSPP,  Box  7061, 
Santa  Cruz,  CA,  95060,  or  call  (408) 
427-0322.  For  potential  organizers,  the 
Catalyst  Collective  can  send  outreach 
materials  and  help  to  coordinate  speaking 
events  and  Peace  Army  preparations  in  your 
area.  Of  course,  any  money  you  send  will 
support  the  work  the  Peace  Army  will  do.  If 
you  can,  please  consider  becoming  a  Peace 
Army  sustainer  by  pledging  $10,  $20,  $50  or 
more  per  month  to  make  the  Peace  Army  a 
success.  Make  checks  payable  to  Peace  Ar¬ 
my  Catalyst  Collective. 

George  Jarrett  is  a  direct  action  organizer 
and  student  living  in  Santa  Cruz,  Calif. 
Before  joining  the  Peace  Army,  he  lived 
with  the  ongoing  action  community  at  Con¬ 
cord  Naval  Weapons  Station  in  Calif,  orga¬ 
nized  with  the  Alliance  to  Stop  First  Strike, 
and  worked  at  the  Institute  for  the  Practice 
of  Nonviolence.  He  is  a  proud  member  of 
the  Santa  Cruz  Gaia  affinity  group. 
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Remembering  Joseph 
Beam 


Joe  Beam 


Beam 

By  Philip  Robinson 

Beam’s  vision  saw  us  to  the  mountains  he  had  the  ability  to  climb. 

Beam’s  force  and  self-assuredness  caused  him  to  be  a  target  of  his  own  time. 

Beam  dared  to  dream  and  it  made  all  the  difference  in  our  lives. 

In  The  Life,  A  Black  Gay  Anthology  is  our  twentieth  century  manifesto; 
it  ignited  our  recognition,  it  gave  credibility  to  our  visibility;  the 
ethos  of  our  survival. 

Beam’s  unrelenting  struggle  to  let  our  voices  be  heard,  is  now  our 
battle  to  continue. 

Beam  laid  the  foundation,  our  charge  is  to  build  upon  that  love. 

Beam  died  believing  in  something,  his  words  of  truth  conquered  and 
ascended  us. 

Beam  jolted  our  sense  of  empowerment,  which  is  living  and  speaking  and 
of  course  not  hiding  ourselves.  Beam  shines  bright  for  me. 

Beam  chose  not  to  live  out  his  life  in  total  absurdity,  which  would 
cause  death  to  both  the  spirit  and  soul. 

He  has  linked  us  forever. 

Living,  speaking  and  being  in  the  life,  will  be  a  card  needed  to  gain 
entry. 

In  The  Life,  has  lead  us  out  of  our  silence. 

Beam  inflamed,  inspired  and  directed. 

Your  buoyancy  kept  so  many  afloat,  signaled  people  out,  “leaving  the 
shadows  behind....” 

Beam  will  always  be  a  beacon  in  my  life. 

—  Taken  from  We  Still  Leave  a  Legacy, 
a  forthcoming  book  of  poems  by  Philip  Robinson. 


Last  week,  we  published  a  number  of 
pieces  in  memory  of  Black  gay 
writer/editor  Joseph  Beam,  who  died 
of  heart  failure  attributed  to  AIDS  in 
Decern  ber  of  last  year.  The  folio  wing  pieces, 
and  additional  articles  to  appear  in  next 
week’s  Black  History  Month  Supplement, 
continue  GCN ’s  tribute  to  Beam. 


Like  a  Beam  of 
Light 

Poem  for  Joseph  Beam 

By  Thomas  Grimes 

Your  life  my  brother 
was  like  a  beam  of  light/ 
shining  on  the  battlefields  of  hatred 
and  misunderstanding 

On  these  battlefields 
we  drew  our  weapons 
razor  sharp  words  of  wisdom 
slashing  ignorance 
in  the  name  of  our  bleeding  truth 

In  love  and  struggle 
We  stood/  Brother  to  Brother 
embracing  our  common  spirit 
standing  strong  like  backbones 
that  refuse  to  bend. 

Your  life  my  brother 
is  a  beam  of  light/ 
your  memory  illuminates 
the  darkness  of  our  fears 
reflecting  the  true  images 
of  ourselves. 

On  this  battlefield 
my  brother 

between  mourning  your  death 
and  celebrating  your  life 
i’ve  come  to  realize/ 
the  work  must  and  will  go  on 
remembering  that  though  many  more 
warriors 

will  come  and  go 

death  is  not  synonomous  to  defeat 

In  love  and  struggle 
we  will  continue  to  speak 
refusing  to  bite  our  tongues 
or  swallow  bitter  pride 
though  silence  indeed  is  costly 
it’s  the  affirmative  words  of  our  truth 
that  pays  the  price 
it’s  the  linking  of  our  minds 
bodies  and  souls 

standing/ walking/ fighting/winning 
in  the  beams  of  your  memory 
emerging  from  the  battle  victoriously. 

Thomas  Grimes 

©  1989 


A  special  man 

By  Eric  E.  Rofes 

o  me,  Joe  was  a  thoughtful,  gracious 
kind  of  guy,  always  eager  to  talk 
literature  or  politics  or  community 
dish.  He  had  a  way  about  him  that  was  both 
rough  and  gentle  and  he  had  eyes  that  could 
flash  and  flirt  like  few  others.  He  took  care 
of  folks  in  crisis  and  was  always  a  sym¬ 
pathetic  ear. 

I  learned  lots  of  things  from  Joe  the  man 
and  Joe  the  writer  and  I  wonder  if  1  ever 
really  let  him  know  that  he  taught  me:  how 
to  take  time  to  be  silly  amid  seriousness  of 
politics  and  community  work;  how  being 
Black  and  gay  was  a  source  of  joy  and  a 
source  of  struggle;  how  we  can  disagree  with 
each  other  at  times  and  still  be  in  the  same 
movement  together. 

Joe’s  incredible  contribution  to  the  com¬ 
munity  lives  on  through  his  writing  and  the 
creative  blooming  of  out  Black  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  writers.  It  lives  on  through  the  soft 
spirit  of  a  special  man.  □ 


Day  oh 

By  H.T.  Seneca 

I  know  you  could  see 
What  my  eyes  tried  to  hide 
I  could  tell. 

To  shade  my  pain 
Was  to  act,  be  seen, 

Make  it  go  far  from  me. 

I  could  see  you  saw  me 
I  was  glad  and  not 
I  made  you  see  through  me. 

I  put  it  all  on  the  page 

All  my  strength  and  damn  near  fear 

Now  you  know  just  who  I  was. 

ray  gun  at  ranch, 
g  bush  now  on  top, 
quayle  the  cheat  there  too. 
sun  set  on  war  there, 
set  back  for  us  here 

Joe  Beam  Is  Gone,  Gone. 

act  up  acts  out, 
aids  on  war  path, 
men  in  white  skin 
still  call  this  world 
theirs, 

red  skin  black  skin  brown  skin 
scream. 

Joe  Beam  Is  Dead. 

This  comes  from  a  hole 
Where  his  voice  was  once. 

This  stands  for  a  time 
When  his  soul  stood  still. 

the  good  judge  hangs  by  thread 

Joe  Beam  is  Dead,  Dead. 

king  dead  x  dead  milk  dead, 
north  plays  ape  ray  gun  helps, 
day  oh  con  her  backs  us  up 
we  are  left  to  whine  and  cry 
while  the  rich  live  full 
then  die. 

Make  this  go  far  from  me. 

I  had  to  show  just  what  I  see 

1  was  glad  and  not 

To  make  you  see  through  me. 

Now  you  know  just  who  I  was. 

A  posthumous 
letter  to  Joseph 
Beam 

By  Ann  Allen  Shockley 
ear  Joe: 

I  initially  found  out  about  your  un¬ 
timely  death  in  the  Philadelphia 
Tribune  just  last  week  while  at  work.  Then, 
afterwards,  in  the  Gay  Community  News, 
when  at  home  going  through  my  mound  of 
newspapers  stacked  high  after  an  out-of- 
town  Christmas  vacation.  I  was  taken  by 
surprise.  It  was  as  if  an  old  friend  had  passed 
away  unexpectedly.  Sudden  deaths  are  the 
hardest  to  realize. 

I  never  had  the  opportunity  to  meet  you 
vis-a-vis,  but  your  correspondence  exuded 
your  dedication,  your  defying  spirit,  your 
warmth,  and  your  literary  goals.  You  were 
always  quick  to  respond  to  my  inquiries. 
You  mentioned  how  much  you  enjoyed  my 
writings,  especially  say  jesus  and  come  to 
me.  Regretfully,  I  never  got  around  to  prais¬ 
ing  your  In  the  Life,  a  courageous  ground¬ 
breaking  anthology  in  the  genre. 

All  I  can  say  is  that  I  am  sorry  you  died  so 
young,  for  you  were  a  precursor  in  molding 
black  gay  writing  and  encouraging  black 
gays  to  write  by  offering  outlets;  I  am  sorry 
that  you  died  before  you  reached  your  full 
potential  as  a  writer;  I  am  sorry  that  you 
died  before  I  could  meet  you;  and  above  all, 
I  am  sorry  that  you  are  dead. 

You  can  put  away  your  “anger”  now  and 
rest  in  peace,  for  you  have  left  a  legacy. 
With  admiration, 

Ann  Allen 


Bathhouse 

Continued  from  page  I 

Julie  Rioux,  another  lesbian  bar-goer,  ex¬ 
pressed  anger  that  Boston  lesbians  would  be 
without  a  bar.  She  said  the  only  other  bars 
for  lesbians  are  Campus  in  Cambridge  on 
Sunday  nights  and  the  South  End’s  Club 
Cafe  on  Thursday  nights.  The  1270,  a 
primarily  gay  male  bar  located  in  the  Fen¬ 
way,  also  draws  a  small  lesbian  crowd. 

In  Fall  of  1987,  the  city  of  Boston’s  re¬ 
jected  a  liquor  license  for  a  proposed  lesbian 
bar  in  Jamaica  Plain.  The  Saints,  a  multi¬ 
racial  women’s  collective,  had  hoped  to 
start  a  meeting  place  for  lesbians  that  would 
provide  an  alternative  to  Somewhere  Else, 
but  the  city  rejected  their  request  for  a 
license,  citing  traffic  problems  at  the  site. 
Sandra  Goings,  a  member  of  the  Saints,  told 
GCN  “this  city  needs  more  spaces  for 
women.  We  have  always  thought  there  is 
room  for  a  couple  of  bars  in  this  city.”  She 
said  the  Saints  currently  have  an  application 


for  a  new  site  before  the  licensing  board.  “I 
think  lesbian  bars  have  a  really  hard  time 
getting  started  for  a  very  simple  reason  — 
women  have  a  lot  less  money  than  men. 
That’s  why  there  are  twenty  gay  male  bars  in 
the  city  and  none  at  the  moment  for 
women,”  said  Goings.  □ 


PAGE  6  □  FEBRUARY  12-18,  1989  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Sharon  Farmer 


JUDD  & 
MALLEN 


P.O.  Box  613 
Cohasset.  MA,  02025 
(617) 383-0791 


Auctioneers  and  Appraisers 

Interested  in  purchase  or  consignment 
ot  single  items  or  entire  estates 


JOHN  WARD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 

(617)  424-1965 
65a  ATLANTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  M A  02110 

MOPE  THAN  TEN  YEAPS  EXPERIENCE' 
SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY 


Troubled 

People 

Loneliness,  depression.  Gays 
&  Lesbians  are  not  immune. 

I  encourage  an  initial 
interview  at  no  charge. 

Ruth  Chessman, 
M.A. 
964-2510 

(please  note  corrected  phone 
number) 


Southern  Jamaica  Plain 
Health  renter 


affiliated  with  the  Brigham  &  Women 's  Hospital 
•’Adult  Medicine 

•  Obstetrics  &  Gynecology 

•  Podiatry 

•  Pediatrics 

•  Nutrition/WIC  Program 

•  Mental  Health 
•  Family  Alcoholism  Program 


Evenings  hours,  convenient  to  public 
transportation 

Sliding  scale  avail. ,  all  health 
insurance  accepted 
Spanish  spoken 
687  Centre  St. ,  Jamaica  Plain 
522-5900 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 
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A  SPIRITUAL 
r  RETREAT  FOR 
LESBIAN  WOMEN 


March  3  -  March  5,  1 989 

We  will  celebrate  Lesbian  wisdom  with  meditation, 
chanting,  ritual,  visualization,  and  healing. 

with  DIANE  MARIECHILD 

teacher  and  author  of  Mother  Wit 
and  The  Inner  Dance 

and  her  partner  SHULI  GOODMAN,  singer  and 
ritual  performance  artist 


A  residential  program  held  at  Essex  Retreat  Center, 
North  Shore,  a  1 0  minute  walk  from  the  ocean. 


All  expenses,  room  and  board,  luxury  spa,  $225.00 
Limited  space  -  call  early. 

For  information  and  registration  call 

Full  Circle  Workshops  413-259-1657 


‘Music  is  my  way  of 
activism’ 

An  interview  with  singer  /songwriter  Ron  Romanovsky 


By  Jim  Fauntleroy 

on  Romanovsky  and  Paul  Phillips 
made  their  professional  debut  in  1982 
at  San  Francisco ’s  Valencia  Rose  Cafe. 
Last  year,  they  released  their  third  album. 
Emotional  Rollercoaster,  to  rave  reviews. 
Now,  through  February  12,  the  popular  duo 
returns  to  Boston  for  four  performances  at 
Club  Cabaret.  I  asked  Romanovsky  to  talk 
to  GCN  about  the  proudly  gay  music  he  and 
Phillips  perform,  and  about  how  he  sees 
their  work. 

GCN:  I  wondered  how  you  got  started  with 
your  song  writing.  Were  there  people  you 
admired  and  used  as  models? 

Romanovsky:  I’ve  listened  to  music  con¬ 
stantly  since  I  was  seven  years  old.  1  never 
picked  up  a  guitar,  though,  till  I  was  about 
15.  I  used  to  write  short  stories,  short 
novels,  actually,  and  then  I  started  writing 
poetry.  It  was  a  natural  evolution  to  start 
making  songs  out  of  them  once  I  learned  a 
few  chords  on  the  guitar.  My  early  songs  are 
really  political.  I  wrote  about  the  things  that 
made  me  angry  then.  I  had  a  really  terrible 
time  in  high  school  being  harassed  because  I 
was  gay,  so  I  used  to  write  these  satirical 
songs  about  high  school  jocks  and  cheer 
leaders  and  what  morons  they  were.  It’s  in¬ 
teresting  to  think  about  those  songs  com¬ 
pared  to  what  I  do  today. 

When  I  was  18,  I  thought  “God,  I’d  like 
to  have  a  career  in  music,  ”  but  I  couldn ’t  see 
myself  fitting  into  the  mainstream.  I 
thought  maybe  I  would  be  some  kind  of  a 
gay  political  singer  then,  but  that  never  real¬ 
ly  went  anywhere.  I  moved  to  San  Francisco 
and  made  my  living  as  a  secretary  and  a 
waiter  for  years.  I  used  to  get  up  and  try  to 
perform  at  open  mikes  in  little  coffeehouses 
in  San  Francisco  right  before  I  met  Paul 
[Phillips],  I  was  always  really  terrified  of 
performing,  but  somehow  I  knew  I  was  go¬ 
ing  to  love  it  some  day  if  I  kept  banging 
away  at  it. 

It  finally  occurred  to  me  that  I  was  afraid 
to  be  out  as  a  gay  man  on-stage  and  that  if  I 
sang  for  gay  audiences,  well,  I  wouldn’t 
have  that  problem.  It  wasn’t  until  I  got  turn¬ 
ed  on  to  women’s/lesbian  music  that  I 
thought  “Yeah,  this  is  something  I  could 
do,  writing  songs  more  from  my  perspective 
as  a  gay  man.”  And  it  was  really  starting  to 
happen  the  more  I  came  out.  Holly  Near  was 
a  big  inspiration.  Margie  Adams,  people  like 
that.  It  was  also  seeing  a  concert  where  the 
performer  talked  with  the  audience  a  lot 
more  than  most  mainstream  performers  do, 
really  invited  them  in. 

GCN:  Is  performing  a  big  part  of  your  en¬ 
joyment  of  your  career,  or  could  you  be 
content  simply  writing  songs? 

Romanovsky:  Maybe  later.  When  I’m  older 
and  more  exhausted  than  I  already  am.  I 
really  love  performing  and  I  hate  writing, 
but  I  love  having  written.  We  do  about  six  or 
seven  shows  a  year  right  now,  and  1  wish  we 
were  doing  200.  I  like  to  keep  busy  all  the 
time.  We  probably  could  if  we  hustled  a  bit 
more.  I  don’t  think  I’ll  stop  performing  for 
a  long  time.  I  really  like  it  and  I  think  Paul 
does,  too. 

GCN:  Your  music  is  very  activist  and  covers 
a  broad  range  of  issues. 

Romanovsky:  Yeah.  I  mostly  write  about 
things  that  make  me  angry,  I  guess,  aside 
from  the  relationship  songs.  And  sometimes 
they  make  me  angry,  too.  I  don’t  think  I 
could  get  up  and  sing  a  song  that  was  mean¬ 
ingless.  I  sometimes  wish  I  could  just  write  a 
“regular”  song,  whatever  that  means.  I’ve 
always  been  an  angry  person,  angry  about 
all  the  injustice  in  the  world,  all  the  things 
that  are  wrong  with  it.  I’m  not  always  very 
articulate  about  it,  and  I’m  not  a  person 
who  really  wants  to  get  involved  a  lot  in 
organizations  or  politics.  Music  is  just  my 
way  of  activism,  the  best  way  for  me  to  help 
change  things. 

GCN:  You  mentioned  earlier  that  you  had 
performed  with  the  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  in 
Los  Angeles  —  do  you  often  do  concerts 
with  other  people  or  groups? 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □ 


Romanovsky  (R)  and  Philips 


Romanovsky:  We’ve  worked  with  lots  of 
other  groups.  We’ve  done  several  concerts 
with  choruses.  We  work  with  a  lot  of  lesbian 
performers,  like  Kate  Clinton,  Meg  Chris¬ 
tian,  Heather  Bishop,  and  Deidre  McCalla 
—  a  lot  of  women  on  that  circuit.  We 
haven’t  done  a  lot  of  stuff  where  somebody 
actually  sings  or  plays  another  instrument 
with  us.  That’s  something  I  might  like  to 
change  some  day  so  that  we  could  have  a 
bigger  sound,  but  I  also  really  like  the 
simplicity  of  what  we  do. 

Often  we  will  share  the  bill  with  women 
because  the  producers  want  to  draw  a  mixed 
crowd.  That’s  always  nice  —  we  love  play¬ 
ing  for  women.  We  hate  crowds  that  are  all¬ 
male.  They  just  tend  to  not  be  quite  as  recep¬ 
tive.  You  have  a  nicer  balance  of  energy 
when  it’s  men  and  women. 

We  just  did  a  concert  at  a  college  in  Col- 
Continued  on  page  10 

Celebrate 
my  new 
year  —  a 
gay  Chinese 
American 

By  Jack  Lo 

There  is  the  beautiful  lion 

Wearing  bright  red,  green  and  blue  stripe 

Wearing  the  shining  glitter  stars 

And  two  stalks  of  red  paper  flower  on  her  head. 

Dancing  along  the  drum  beat 

with  the  cha  cha  cymbal  noise 
jumping  over  the  burning  fire  crackers 

She  is  showing  me  her  emotion 
Cheerfulness,  sadness,  anger  and  happiness 

There  are  children  and  a  lot  of  smiling  faces 
Gung  Hae  Fat  Choi 

I  feei  ni,  Chinese  culture 
I  feel  my  Chinese  pride 

My  Pao  Pao  told  me  about  the  herder  and  the  sewing 
woman 

I  know  about  the  Monkey  King 

I  go  to  flower  markets  in  New  Year's  Eve 
Wearing  my  brand  new  clothes 
Am  not  allowed  to  eat  Kao  Jai  until  the  New  Year  Day 
Morning 

Shing,  Lai  Kueng,  Lai  Fong  and  I 
We  are  brothers  and  sisters 

VWiting  in  line  to  greet  my  Pao  Pao,  Ah  Bae,  Ah  Mom 
With  a  cup  of  lotus  seed  tea 
Wanting  our  lucky  money 

I  was  in  Chinatown  at  Lunar  New  Year 
Wish  me  a  wonderful  Snake  Year 
But  stop  asking  my  wedding  date 
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A  leather  belt  is  the 
perfect  accessory . . . 


By  Christopher  Wittke 

y  lover  and  I  were  standing  outside 
the  door  to  Cellblock  28,  the  self- 
described  “men’s  private  SM/lea- 
ther  J/O  club’’  in  the  heart  of  Manhattan’s 
meat  packing  district.  He  couldn’t  quite 
believe  we  were  there.  1  couldn’t  quite  pull 
off  the  assertion  that  1  hadn’t  planned  the 
whole  trip  to  New  York  for  this  specific  pur¬ 
pose. 

“Look,  honey!”  1  gushed.  “This  must  be 
that  J/O  Club  that  advertises  in  the  Native 
Bulletin  Board.  And  hey  —  it  looks  like 
they’re  open!” 

“You  mean,”  he  said  dryly,  “you  didn’t 
really  drag  me  into  this  section  of  town  to 
visit  the  site  where  the  old  Mineshaft  was?” 

“Oh  sweetie!  You  know  I  wanted  to  see  if 
there  was  a  commemorative  plaque  erected 
for  the  Mineshaft  by  the  leather  community. 
Who  knew,”  1  asked,  “that  this  place  would 
be  so  nearby?” 

“Probably  you,”  my  lover  guessed  cor¬ 
rectly. 

“Oh  heck,”  I  said,  batting  my  eyelids, 
“wanna  go  in  and  just  see  what  it’s  like?” 

“You  probably  have  to  be  a  member  or 
something,”  he  said  in  a  last  ditch  effort  to 
dissuade  me.  I  just  shrugged,  grabbed  him 
by  the  arm  and  pulled  him  in  the  door.  We 
walked  slowly  down  the  stairs  to  the  admis¬ 
sion  window. 

A  guy  who  looked  like  a  very  serious 
outlaw  biker  —  with  lots  of  tattoos  and 
skull-and-crossbone  jewelry  —  asked  if  we 
had  ever  been  to  Cellblock  28  before. 

“No  sir,”  I  gulped. 

“We’ve  got  just  two  rules  here:  absolutely 
no  drugs;  and  no  unsafe  sex.  You  are  invited 
to  BYOB  and  there’s  a  free  optional  clothes 
check.  Other  than  that  we’ve  got  lots  of 
space  here  for  dungeon  scenes  and  other 
possibilities  spread  out  over  four  rooms. 
We’ve  also  got  a  cell  and  a  free  juice  bar.” 

“Dungeon  scenes,  oh  honey,  can  we?”  I 
asked  as  if  there  were  any  going  back  now. 
My  lover,  looking  a  little  peaked,  nodded 
and  handed  over  his  six  dollar  admission 
fee.  1  did  the  same,  our  hands  were  stamped 
and  we  prepared  to  enter  Nirvana. 

Now,  even  though  we  always  go  to  leather 
bars  together  and  even  though  my 
vegetarian  lover  had  recently  purchased  a 
leather  vest  (“Maybe  it  was  an  old  cow  that 
lived  a  happy  life,  keeled  over  in  the  field 
and  was  made  into  a  butch  article  of 
clothing”)  and  even  though  1  had  tried  to 
explain  about  a  million  times  that  my  flirta¬ 
tions  and  hints  at  wanting  to  dabble  in  S/M 
were  more  than  just  idle  chatter,  1  felt  1  had 
yet  to  be  taken  seriously.  Perhaps  this  was 
the  opportunity  to  show  the  man  what  1 
wanted.  I  figured  that  by  setting  up  the  right 
scenario,  I  could  show  him  that  a  whack 
across  the  butt  at  the  right  moment  can  be 


positively  stimulating.  Not  to  mention  pin¬ 
ched  nipples  and  maybe  some  strategically 
pulled  hair. 

We  walked  around  a  bit  and  tried  to  ac¬ 
climate  ourselves  to  an  environment  where 
strolling  about  with  your  dick  hanging  out 
was  perfectly  acceptable  behavior.  There 
were  men  of  all  ages,  some  clad  in  elaborate 
leather  gear  and  others  wearing  nothing  but 
their  shoes  and  socks.  I  was  glad  the  clothes 
check  was  optional,  because  I  liked  wearing 
my  torn  jeans  and  undoing  that  one  extra 
button  on  my  flannel  shirt.  The  clothes 
made  me  feel  less  vulnerable  than  all  of  the 
guys  who  chose  to  march  around  buck  nak¬ 
ed.  The  voyeur  in  me  was  going  wild  but  the 
M  in  me  was  aching  for  his  moment  to  shine. 

My  Jover  and  I  agreed  that  we  would  split 
up  and  see  where  our  fancies  took  us.  He 
strolled  off  to  one  end  of  the  club,  I  made  a 
beeline  to  the  small  alcove  decorated  with  a 
leather  couch  and  a  perfect-for-flogging 
sawhorse.  I  jerked  off  for  a  while  with  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  guys  —  one  dressed  in  army  fatigues 
and  another  in  a  leather  harness.  I  worried 
that  my  lover  might  feel  inhibited  and  was 
sitting  by  himself  in  a  corner  somewhere.  I 
peeked  into  the  dungeon  room  and  saw  him 
pinching  the  nipples  of  a  big  hairy  blonde 
guy  and  realized  that  my  worry  was  for 
naught.  He  seemed  to  be  perfectly  comfor¬ 
table  and  I  made  a  mental  note  to  remind 
him  that  just  because  he  was  hopelessly, 
madly  in  love  with  me  didn’t  mean  that  my 
nipples  couldn’t  be  pinched  with  the  same 
force,  more  even. 

Back  in  the  alcove  I  watched  as  a  bearded 
daddy  type  whipped  a  guy  who  was  bent 
over  the  sawhorse.  The  topman  kept  the  tip 
of  his  tongue  poked  between  his  lips  like  a 
little  kid  hard  at  work  in  a  coloring  book. 
With  each  snap  of  the  belt  the  guy  on  the 
bottom  groaned  with  pleasure  and  stroked 
his  dick  with  more  ferocity.  1  wanted  to  be 
him  more  than  I  wanted  to  be  Peter  on  The 
Brady  Bunch  when  I  was  in  fifth  grade. 
After  a  few  more  snaps,  the  whipee  stood 
up,  he’d  had  enough  and  I  remember  think¬ 
ing  that  1  could  probably  have  taken  more. 
It  didn’t  look  so  tough.  But  since  I’d  missed 
the  opening  of  the  scenario  I  wasn’t  sure  if  I 
should  approach  Mr.  Topman  or  wait  for 
him  to  call  “Next!”  like  at  the  deli.  And  if  I 
was  supposed  to  go  up  to  him,  how  could  I 
deal  with  the  potential  rejection?  What  if  I 
walked  up,  bent  over  the  horse  and  he  said 
“Ooooo-not  you,  okay?” 

But  I  took  the  plunge.  I  casually  walked 
past  the  man  and  stood  in  front  of  the  horse. 

“Drop  your  trousers,  boy,”  he  groaned 
just  like  Sam  Elliot  would  do  if  he  made  gay 
porn.  I  unbuttoned  my  jeans  and  unveiled 
the  fabulous  red  jockstrap  I’d  purchased 
just  for  such  an  occasion. 

“Grab  your  ankles,  boy,”  he  command¬ 


ed.  I  grabbed.  Thwack!  “What  do  you  say, 
boy?” 

I  wanted  to  ask  “Ouch?”  but  I’d  read 
enough  Drummer  fiction  to  know  that  this 
was  not  the  time  for  levity.  “Thank  you, 
sir!”  I  said  enthusiastically. 

“That’s  right,  boy,”  he  said  as  he  swung 
the  belt  again.  The  higher  my  sense  of 
arousal  got  the  higher  my  pain  threshold 
went.  In  fact,  my  brain  wasn’t  interpreting 
each  “Thwack!”  as  pain  but  rather  as  an 
adrenalin  jolt  of  pleasure.  “No  drugs,”  in¬ 
deed! 

As  my  butt  got  warmer  and  warmer,  (and 
I  imagined  redder  and  redder)  I  glanced  over 
my  shoulder  to  see  my  lover  come  into  the 
alcove.  I’m  sure  he  expected  to  see  someone 
else  being  the  object  of  the  belt-wielder’s  af¬ 
fection  —  in  fact  I’m  proud  to  say  a  sizeable 
crowd  had  formed  to  witness  the 


“Thwacks”  and  “Thank  you  sirs”  (not  to 
mention  my  fabulous  red  jockstrap)  first 
hand  —  and  the  way  his  mouth  dropped 
open  indicated  that  he  was  a  teeny  bit  sur¬ 
prised. 

Who  would’ve  thought  that  our  little  so¬ 
journ  in  the  dungeon  would  prove  to  be  such 
a  learning  experience?  I  learned  that  my 
lover  really  didn’t  believe  that  I  was  serious 
about  S/M  play  and  he  learned  that  I  was. 
He  winced  later  as  he  inspected  the  bruises 
on  my  butt  cheeks. 

“Yellow  and  blue-grey  aren’t  your 
colors,”  he  said.  “Don’t  they  hurt?” 

“A  little,”  I  said  dismissively,  “but  in  a 
good  way.  It’s  a  joyful  pain  —  sort  of  like 
souvenirs  of  a  really  fun  experience.” 

He  laughed.  “My  lover’s  butt  was  bruised 
at  the  S/M  club  and  all  I  got  was  a  lousy 
t-shirt.”  □ 


Fun  with  the  Electro-Lux 
and  other  masturbation 

stories 


By  Vanessa  Nemeth  as  told  to  Stephanie 
Poggi 

As  I  remember,  my  intimate  acquain¬ 
tance  with  “Electra”  began  on  a 
warm  Saturday  afternoon  in  1967.  I 
was  about  13  and  it  was  my  day  to  defrost 
the  refrigerator,  which  my  family  did  every 
two  weeks.  Oh,  I  was  sick  and  tired  of  put¬ 
ting  hot  pans  of  water  in  the  fridge.  Sick  and 
tired  of  this  particularly  miserable  task 
where  you  end  up  with  frozen  drippy  water 
all  over  you  and  big  chunks  of  ice  that  won’t 
budge  for  nothing.  Yes,  I  had  just  about  had 
it  with  this  defrosting  business... when,  sud¬ 
denly,  I  got  the  brilliant  idea  of  using  our 
vacuum  cleaner  to  do  the  job. 

“Electra,”  as  I  came  to  call  her,  was  atur- 
quoise  and  silver  bullet -shaped  Electro-Lux 
on  wheels  with  a  long  thick  hose.  Hot  air 
came  out  of  her  non-suction  end.  I  decided 
to  see  if  I  could  attach  the  hose  to  this  ex¬ 
haust  opening  and  blast  the  ice  with  it.  It 
seemed  to  be  working  great,  and  I  grabbed  a 
spatula  to  scrape  at  the  loosened,  melting 
ice.  For  this,  I  needed  both  hands.  Natural¬ 
ly,  I  placed  the  hose  between  my  legs.  While 
I  was  wrestling  with  the  ice,  the  hose  kind 
of... slipped  back.  All  of  sudden,  I  got  this 
delicious  rush  of  warm  air  on  my  cunt  —  a 
really  strong  rush  of  air.  I  was  like  “Oh  my 
God!”  I  mean,  I  was  delighted.  I  held  the 
hose  there  for  a  few  moments  longer  and  ex¬ 
ploded  in  ecstasy.  (I  couldn’t  believe  how 
fast  I  came.)  When  it  was  all  over,  I  collaps¬ 
ed  on  the  kitchen  floor  in  blissful  exhaus¬ 
tion,  and  gave  Electra  an  admiring  pat. 

From  then  on,  any  vacuuming  that  need¬ 
ed  to  be  done,  Electra  and  I  were  ready  and 
willing.  And  when  no  one  was  looking,  I, 
would  give  myself  a  quick  “blow-job.”  But 
this  was  not  only  the  beginning  of  constant 
vacuuming,  my  relationship  with  Electra 
was  also  to  change  my  world  view.  A 
vacuum  cleaner  had  become  oh-so-much- 
more  than  a  vacuum  cleaner.  Likewise, 
there  was  no  household  item  that  could  not 
be  pressed  into  service.  There  was  nothing 
that  was  not  a  possible  candidate  with  which 
to  stuff  myself,  rub  myself,  you  name  it! 

For  example,  a  certain  pepper  comes  to 
mind.  This  was  a  beautiful  Italian  pepper, 
the  pale  green  kind  you  cook  with,  not  the 
bell  pepper  variety.  I  saw  my  aunt  lay  it  out 
with  some  other  vegetables  on  the  kitchen 
counter.  There  may  have  been  tomatoes, 
there  may  have  been  carrots  —  I  can’t  really 
say  because  I  only  had  eyes  for  that  pepper. 
My  aunt  turned  to  reach  for  a  knife  and  I 
saw  my  chance.  I  grabbed  the  pepper  and 
ran  for  it.  Safely  out  of  sight,  1  gave  my  prize 
a  bath  to  warm  it  up  and  I  made  love  to  that 


Italian  pepper. 

The  story  doesn’t  end  there,  because  the 
pepper  also  opened  new  horizons  for  me.  I 
had  stuffed  it  in  my  cunt,  which  was 
delicious,  but  I  had  to  wonder  —  what 
about  my  butt?  I  had  never  heard  of  butt 
plugs,  so  I  had  to  devise  my  own.  This  turn¬ 
ed  out  to  be  fairly  easy.  My  first  choice  — 
probably  because  it  had  everything  going  for 
it  —  was  my  hair-brush  handle.  I  knew  I 
wouldn’t  lose  it  inside,  and  it  was  just  the 
right  size.  I  do  recall  getting  poked  in  the 
buns  with  those  bristles,  but  that  never  stop¬ 
ped  me. 

No,  nothing  could  stop  me,  I  was  on  a 
roll.  I  remember  one  time  when  I  had  stuff¬ 
ed  a  dildo  —  I  had  discovered  conventional 
toys  at  this  point  —  in  my  cunt  and  was  hav¬ 
ing  trouble  keeping  some  thrusting  action 
going  while  plunging  a  butt  plug.  To  make 
matters  even  more  complicated,  I  wanted  to 
have  at  least  one  hand  free  to  squeeze  a  nip¬ 
ple.  How  could  I  accomplish  this?  I  looked 
around  my  room,  my  desperation  growing. 
And  sure  enough,  there,  lying  on  the  bed 
beside  me,  just  waiting  for  action,  was  just 
the  thing  I  needed.  It  was  a  bolster  chair,  or 
husband,  or  whatever  people  call  those  big 
stuffed  pillows  with  arms  on  them  that  you 
lean  against  when  you’re  sitting  in  bed  wat¬ 
ching  TV.  I  turned  the  husband  so  that  the 
arms  were  sticking  up  in  the  air  and  I  climb¬ 
ed  on  top.  The  arm  at  my  rear  kept  the  butt 
plug  in  place,  I  used  my  right  hand  to  push 
the  dildo  in  and  out  and  one  hand  played 
with  a  breast.  I  had  the  perfect  rhythm  go¬ 
ing,  absolutely  perfect.  I  rode  that  bolster 
chair  and  I  rode  that  bolster  chair  until  I 
jumped  in  the  air  in  an  exquisite  orgasm. 

As  I  continued  to  discover  new  treats 
around  every  corner,  just  the  process  of 
deciding  what  to  use  could  turn  me  on.  I’d 
go  to  my  bedroom,  get  comfortable,  touch 
my  breasts  and  start  rubbing  my  hands  in 
my  bush.  I’d  tease  my  clit,  just  a  little  hello, 
all  the  while  thinking,  “Oh,  what  am  I  going 
to  do  today?  A  carrot?  A  zucchini?  The 
doorknob?  (You  know,  I  can’t  remember 
just  how  I  discovered  doorknobs,  but  as  a 
teenager  I  used  to  pork  myself  on  a  par¬ 
ticular  one  —  a  nice,  smooth  round  one  — 
from  time  to  time.)  I’d  sit  on  the  edge  of  the 
bed,  spread  out  my  legs  nice  and  wide,  and 
then  I ’d  taunt  my  little  hole,  sticking  a  finger 
in  or  the  tip  of  something.  From  there,  it 
could  go  anywhere. 

I  might  decide,  say,  that  it  was  an  avocado 
kind  of  day.  I’d  have  to  stop  and  go  get  one 
without  anybody  seeing.  It  was  always  a 
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mystery  in  my  house  —  you  just  couldn’t 
keep  enough  avocadoes  around.  You’d 
think  you’d  bought  enough,  somebody 
would  say  they  could  have  sworn  there  was  a 
ripe  one,  a  nice  big  dark-green  oval  one,  but 
it  was  gone.  Anyway,  I’d  take  a  nice  juicy 
fleshy  fruit  and  I  would  rub  it  on  my  cunt, 
up  and  down  and  round  and  round. ..up  and 
down,  round  and  round. 

Sometimes,  while  getting  my  fun 
household  item  of  the  day  ready  for  action, 
I’d  fantasize  about  my  crush.  Miss  Lila.  She 
was  an  exercise  instructor  at  a  local  spa  and 
she  had  cascading  red  hair.  She  never  said 
much  to  me,  but  she  smiled  at  me  a  lot.  I 
would  imagine  her  naked  in  the  steam  room 
with  me  —  just  the  two  of  us.  These  fan¬ 
tasies  were  based  on  actual  sessions  —  where 
nothing  happened  but  where  we  really  were 
alone  in  the  steam  room.  (I  used  to  go  to  her 
Saturday  noon  exercise  class  when  I  realized 
that  more  often  than  not  I’d  be  the  only  one 
there  —  she’d  have  to  do  the  class  all  the 
same,  just  for  me.  When  she  moved  from 
one  spa  in  town  to  the  only  other  one  we 
had,  I  quickly  followed,  and  again,  it  was 
steam  room  heaven.) 

In  real  life,  there  she  was  in  the  steam 
room  after  our  workout,  steam  covering  her 
body,  drops  rolling  down  her  gorgeous 
breasts.  I  would  stare  and  stare.  (I’m  getting 
creamy  just  thinking  about  her  again.)  In 
my  fantasy,  I  would  suddenly  get  sick  in  the 
steam  room  and  she  would  rush  to  me.  Then 
she  would  rub  her  beautiful  cleavage  in  my 
face  —  I  can’t  remember  if  this  part  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  therapeutic  or  not.  In  any  case, 
it  seemed  to  have  an  effect  —  strengthened, 
I  would  reach  up  and  kiss  her  breasts,  rip  her 
shirt  open  (conveniently,  I  always  imagined 
her  with  her  shirt  back  on  just  before  it  was 
time  to  tear  it  off)  and  devour  her.  She 
would  moan,  “Oh  yes!” 

My  interest  in  sports  extended  to  a  very 
special  game  on  the  jungle  gym  at  school. 
My  best  friend  Dora  and  I  called  this  game 
“gettin’  it”  and  we  played  it  all  the  time. 
While  other  girls  I  knew  were  twiddling  bits 
of  toilet  paper  or  Q-tips  against  their  clits  in 
the  privacy  of  bathroom  stalls  (something  I 
also  tried  for  awhile),  Dora  and  I  were  ex¬ 
ploring  public  sex.  She’d  come  up  to  me  at 
the  start  of  recess  and  say,  “Wanna  get  it?” 
“Sure,”  I’d  reply.  Off  we’d  go  to  climb  on 
the  bars,  sliding  up  and  down  on  our  cunts 
until  we  “got  it.”  I  think  we  played  this 
almost  every  recess  and  lunch  for  at  least  a 
year. 

With  the  passage  of  20  years  or  so,  I’ve 
made  a  few  more  discoveries.  For  instance, 
in  my  ongoing  exploration  of  public  sex. 
I’ve  found  that  I  love  doing  the  nasty  with 
myself  in  very  busy  department  store  dress¬ 
ing  rooms.  More  recently,  I’ve  begun  to 
check  out  solo  S/M,  but  feel  that  needs 
more  work.  (I  just  can’t  seem  to  get  in¬ 
timidated  by  my  own  riding  crop.)  But 
whatever  the  challenging  fun  ahead,  and 
whatever  the  new  household  items  I’m  sure 
to  come  to  know  and  love.  I’ll  always  think 
back  fondly  to  my  Electra,  the  gal  who 
showed  me  the  heat  and  how  to  get  it.  □ 


A  night  at  the  opera 


By  Jennifer  Justice 

Storyteller  Jennifer  Justice  will  celebrate 
her  fifth  year  of  performing  “ Lavender 
Hearts:  Lesbian  Romance  and  Erotica  ’  ’ 
on  February  1 1  in  Boston  (see  calendar  for 
details).  Her  tales  of  romance/fan¬ 
tasy/erotica  —  new  every  year  —  have  been 
coupled  with  Susan  Wilson’s  sexy 
slideshows  since  1987.  The  following  is  an 
excerpt  from  one  of  the  stories  Justice  will 
tell  this  year.  A  Victorian  piece  written  by 
L.Y.  Fair,  “ Intermission ”  is  about  Lady 
Blakely  and  the  Mistress  of  Music  at  Mme. 
Vartaud’s  Conservatory  of  Music  for 
Young  Ladies.  The  two  women  meet  at  the 
opera  and  before  you  know  it.... 

...Her  thumb  and  nail  lightly  flicked  the 
palm  of  my  hand  until  I  could  bear  it  no 
longer  and  closed  my  hand  convulsively  over 
hers. 

She  returned  the  pressure  firmly,  and 
gave  me  a  long,  measuring  look. 

She  leaned  close  to  whisper  in  my  ear.  “I 


have  a  coach  waiting.  During  intermission, 
would  you  consent  to  accompany  me  for  a 
cooling  ride  around  the  city?  Surely  you 
know  this  operetta  by  memory  and  I  would 
like  to  know  you  much  better.  There  are  so 
few  opportunities  for  women  to  be  alone. 
My  husband  will  sleep  his  drunken  sleep  un¬ 
til  I  rouse  him  at  the  final  curtain.” 

I  could  only  nod.  1  did  not  trust  my 
tongue  to  form  words  nor  did  I  think  I  could 
find  breath  enough  for  voice  if  my  tongue 
would  work. 

She  smiled  broadly  at  my  signal  of  assent 
and  took  the  astounding  liberty  of  pressing 
her  leg  to  mine.  Each  time  she  shifted  posi¬ 
tion,  piercing  shocks  travelled  upward  from 
my  ankle  to  my  inner  thigh.  (And,  in  truth, 
beyond.  Oh  yes,  ...  beyond!) 

I  do  not  know  how  my  knees  supported 
me  when  she  urged  me  gently  but  firmly  to 
my  feet  as  the  lights  came  up  for  intermis¬ 
sion .  □ 


from  GCN  to  you,  with  love 


It’s  National  Condom 

Week! 


By  Christopher  Wittke 

As  the  Valentine  fire  in  your  loins 
smolders  and  then  erupts  into  an  in¬ 
ferno  remember  that  February  14th  is 
the  kick-off  date  for  National  Condom 
Week.  National  Condom  Week?  Does 
Hallmark  know  about  this?  Did  you? 

The  first  celebration  of  National  Condom 
Day  took  place  at  the  University  of 
California-Berkeley  (where  else?)  and  has 
grown  over  the  past  decade  to  include  pro¬ 
grams  at  hundreds  of  colleges,  pharmacies 
and  public  and  private  agencies  across  the 
U.S.  Basically,  the  week  is  a  nationwide  ef¬ 
fort  to  help  people  become  comfortable 
with  using  condoms  in  order  to  prevent  sex¬ 
ually  transmitted  diseases,  including  AIDS, 
and  unintended  pregnancies.  The  Condom 
Resource  Center  (CRC),  a  non-profit 
organization  in  San  Francisco,  is  overseeing 
this  year’s  celebration. 

The  folks  at  the  CRC  have  gathered  all  the 
condom  minutiae  and  are  happy  to  share 
their  results.  Did  you  know,  for  example, 
that  even  though  gay  men  have  surely 
changed  the  demographics  of  condom  pur¬ 


chasing  some  market  research  suggests  that 
women  purchase  up  to  half  of  the  condoms 
bought  in  pharmacies  and  other  retail 
stores?  No  info  was  available  as  to  what 
percentage  of  these  women  were  lesbians  us¬ 
ing  the  rubbers  to  sheath  their  dildoes  and 
vibrators  for  easier  clean-up  and  partner 
protection.  Men,  on  the  other  hand  — 
chickens  that  they  are  —  buy  virtually  all  of 
the  condoms  bought  by  mail  order. 

Although  National  Condom  Week  is 
heavily  aimed  at  encouraging  condom 
awareness  in  the  18-24  year  old  age  group, 
it’s  also  a  good  time  of  the  year  for  those  of 
us  who  are  over  that  age  —  not  to  forget 
teens  under  18  —  to  recommit  ourselves  to  a 
healthier  sex  life.  Just  remember  the  little 
condom  on  the  Condom  Resource  Center 
t-shirts  that  says  “You’re  putting  me  on!” 
and  do  it,  do  it,  do  it! 

The  Condom  Resource  Center  can  be  reach¬ 
ed  at  5433  Manila  Avenue,  Oakland,  CA 
94618;  or  call  (415)  891-0455.  □ 


Romanovsky 
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orado  Springs  a  couple  of  weeks  ago  as  part 
of  a  week-long  symposium  on  “intimacy.” 
We  were  brought  in  because  two  people  on 
the  staff  were  big  fans  of  ours  and  the  col¬ 
lege  was  making  an  effort  to  include  gay 
people  and  gay  intimacy.  They  thought  our 
concert  would  be  the  best  way  to  do  that.  So 
we  had  an  audience  that  was  at  least  half 
straight,  which  is  very  unusual  for  us.  On 
one  side  of  the  room  were  all  these  pro¬ 
fessors  and  administrators  and  the  president 
of  the  college.  We  were  a  little  nervous 
about  it.  I  didn’t  want  to  change  the  act,  but 
backstage  I  was  trying  to  think  if  we  needed 
somehow  to  put  some  of  the  songs  in  a  more 
general  context  in  their  introductions.  And 
then  Paul  said,  “Oh,  fuck  that!  Does  Bruce 
Springsteen  sit  backstage  before  a  concert 
going  ‘There  might  be  a  lot  of  gay  people  in 
the  audience,  how  should  I  change  my 
songs?”’  And  so  we  just  went  out  and  did 
what  we  do  and  it  was  an  incredible  concert. 
We  were  really  well  received  and  were  told 
we  were  the  highlight  of  the  whole  sym¬ 
posium. 

The  next  day  there  was  what  I  thought 
was  just  going  to  be  an  informal  coffee  and 
conversation  with  us,  but  it  was  more  for¬ 
mal,  like  a  workshop.  I  guess  a  lot  of  people 
came  because  they  wanted  to  talk  to  two 
homosexuals.  It  was  actually  okay  because 
they  were  very  nice  and  intelligent.  I’d  ac¬ 
tually  like  to  do  more  of  that.  Sometimes  it 
can  be  scary  and  a  drag  and  I  think,  “God,  I 
don’t  want  to  be  the  monkey  on  the  stage  for 
all  these  people,”  but  it’s  important  work 
and  we  have  to  be  patient  and  help  them 
understand. 

I  was  just  talking  with  someone  in  Bowl¬ 
ing  Green,  Ohio  who  might  produce  us.  I 
was  asking  if  there  had  ever  been  anything 
like  this  before,  a  concert  with  two  queers 
who  were  so  out.  This  producer  said  that 
their  college  had  discussion  groups  with  gay 
panelists  and  nobody  got  hostile,  so  he 
thought  a  concert  would  go  over  well.  I  was 
real  reassured.  Just  wait  till  Paul  comes  out 
in  his  dress!  We’ll  see  what  happens  then.  □ 


Trial 
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ed  a  defense  of  “necessity,”  maintaining 
that  his  clients  had  to  enter  Joseph’s  office 
in  order  to  prevent  a  greater  evil  —  more 
AIDS  deaths.  In  addition,  according  to  Far¬ 
ley’s  line  of  defense,  Joseph’s  aloofness 
from  the  public  and  his  past  inaction  left  the 
demonstrators  no  choice  but  to  confront  the 
health  commissioner  at  his  office.  Farley 
also  told  the  court  he  hopes  to  convince  the 
judge  that  because  Joseph  sat  down  at  a 
table  with  the  defendants  during  the  alleged 
occupation  of  his  office,  that  they  could  not 
have  been  trespassing  in  any  traditional 
sense. 

In  an  animated  opening  statement  in 
which  the  rhetoric  flew  fast  and  often, 
Farley  said  that  defendants  were  not  crimi¬ 
nals  but  heroes,  and  that  “it  is  Joseph  who 
should  be  tried  for  high  crimes.”  The  pro¬ 
secution  objected,  as  it  did  again  when 
Farley  suggested  that  Assistant  District  At¬ 
torney  (DA)  Maggie  Grunmeir  would  aban¬ 
don  her  case  and  join  his  if  she  were  truly  in¬ 
terested  in  justice.  The  requests  were  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  bench. 

After  an  hour  of  opening  statements,  the 
prosecution  was  able  to  call  and  examine  its 
first  witness,  Charles  Floyd,  director  of 
security  for  the  Health  Department.  He  test¬ 
ified  that  the  defendants  had  entered  a  non¬ 
public  section  of  the  Health  Department 
building  without  permission,  and  had  caus¬ 
ed  a  “great”  disturbance.  After  cross-exam¬ 
ination,  a  lengthy  process  with  so  many  pro 
se  defendants  (those  representing 
themselves),  each  of  whom  are  allowed  to 
question  witnesses  separately,  the  trial  was 
adjourned  for  the  day. 

The  trial  was  not  at  ail  without  its  humorous; 
elements.  While  the  1 1  defendants,  all  of 
whom  were  men,  were  neatly  attired,  two 
wore  skirts  and  large  pairs  of  earrings,  un¬ 
nerving  some  of  the  court  officers,  and  lend¬ 
ing  the  trial  a  theatrical  atmosphere. 
Because  it  is  very  unusual  for  so  many 
defendants  to  represent  themselves,  curious 
law  students  and  assistant  DAs  drifted  in 
and  out  of  the  courtroom,  contributing  to 
the  spectacle.  The  judge,  Laura  Drager, 
who  was  involved  in  the  courtroom  negotia¬ 
tions  that  ended  ACT  UP’s  Wall  Street  case, 
knows  most  of  the  1 1  defendants  from  that 
case,  and  seemed  determine  to  take  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  stride. 


For  example,  during  his  opening  state¬ 
ment,  defendant  Ortez  Alderson  spoke  so 
fast  and  long  that  he  got  ahead  of  the  court 
reporter,  and  Drager  had  to  ask  him  to  slow 
down.  “I’m  sorry,  I  was  in  my  Audrey  Hep¬ 
burn  mode,”  Alderson  replied.  “And  you 
do  her  very  well,”  quipped  Drager.  The 
courtroom,  filled  with  about  25  spectators, 
broke  into  loud  laughter.  At  another  point, 
Drager  asked  the  counsels  to  approach  the 
bench,  and  Grunmeir,  Farley,  and  all  six  pro 
se  defendents  stood  up,  creating  a  small 
stampede.  “This  is  better  than  a  sit  com,” 
whispered  one  observer. 

The  trial  should  take  on  a  more  serious,  if 
no  less  theatrical,  tone  later  in  the  week, 
when  Stephen  Joseph,  who  has  been  sub¬ 
poenaed,  must  appear  and  testify.  Defen¬ 
dants  say  they  are  looking  forward  to  a  cap¬ 
tive  audience  with  Joseph,  and  to  asking 
him  AIDS-related  questions  under  oath,  in¬ 
cluding  questions  about  the  epidemiological 
data  he  used  to  support  his  reduced  esti¬ 
mates.  He  has  previously  refused  to  answer 
similar  questions,  according  to  some  of  the 
defendants.  The  extent  of  that  questioning, 
however,  will  depend  on  how  far  Drager 
allows  the  defense  to  stray  from  the  subject 
of  criminal  trespass,  which  she  has  reminded 
the  defendants,  is  the  actual  subject  of  the 
case. 

If  convicted,  the  activists  each  face  a 
potential  sentence  of  three  months  in  pris¬ 
on,  according  to  the  DA’s  office.  Any  con¬ 
viction,  whatever  the  sentence,  would  leave 
those  found  guilty  with  criminal  records.  In 
addition  to  Alderson,  the  other  10  defen¬ 
dants  in  the  case  are:  Jim  Eigo,  Jay  Funk, 
Mark  Harrington,  Adam  Hassuk,  Bill 
Monaghan,  Russell  Pritchard,  Steve 
Quester,  Allan  Robinson,  David  Robinson, 
and  Timothy  Vance.  □ 

Budget 
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works  in  saving  people’s  lives.” 

Several  programs,  including  the 
Children’s  AIDS  Program  at  Boston  City 
Hospital,  in  Boston,  the  area  with  by  far  the 
largest  concentration  of  PWAs  in  the  state, 
will  suffer  due  to  lack  of  state  monies,  said 
George  “Sandy”  Lamb,  Deputy  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Boston’s  Department  of  Health 
and  Hospitals.  Lamb  said  that  the 
Children’s  AIDS  Program  is  actually  a 
home  for  seven  children  with  AIDS  whose 
parents,  because  of  their  own  addictions  or 
AIDS-related  illness,  are  unable  to  care  for 
them. 

Lamb  explained  that  this  program,  which 
receives  funding  for  only  four  children,  will 
probably  be  “level-funded  with  a  cost-of- 
living  increase,”  thereby  jeopardizing  their 
ability  to  care  for  the  extra  three  children  at 
CAP,  and  the  six  children  presently  on  the 
waiting  list. 

Another  program  which  has  an  increas¬ 
ingly  long  waiting  list,  said  Lamb,  is  Project 
Trust  which  has  counseled  more  than  2000 
people  since  it  opened  a  little  over  a  year 
ago.  Project  Trust,  also  at  BCH,  counsels 
recovering  addicts  and  their  sexual  partners. 
Project  Trust  also  offers  walk-in  testing  and 
sponsors  condom  and  bleach  distribution. 

Kessler  told  GCN  he  wrote  a  “strongly 
worded”  letter  to  Dukakis  on  behalf  of  the 
Governor’s  Task  Force  on  AIDS  to  express 
their  dissatisfaction  with  the  proposed 
budget. 

John  Dixon,  the  governor’s  AIDS  policy 
director,  confirmed  that,  in  response  to  the 
Task  Force’s  letter,  Dukakis  held  a  Satur¬ 
day  morning  meeting  with  several  AIDS  ad¬ 
vocates  to  hear  their  concerns  about  the 
budget.  During  that  meeting,  according  to 
Dixon,  the  governor  stated  that  although 
AIDS  is  a  top  priority  issue  for  the  state,  he 
will  be  unable  to  expand  AIDS  funding 
without  increased  revenues. 

Andrew  Dreyfus,  spokesperson  for  the 
Massachusetts  Executive  Office  of  Human 
Services,  told  GCN  that  in  spite  of  the 
state’s  increased  need  for  AIDS  services, 
Dukakis  will  be  “standing  by  his  original 
recommendation  of  $1  million  in  new  fun¬ 
ding.”  He  added,  however,  that  even 
though  “there  are  no  outstanding 
requests,”  the  governor  will  be  looking  to 
the  federal  government  for  additional  sup¬ 
port  in  state  AIDS  programming. 

A  public  hearing  on  the  Dukakis  budget 
will  be  held  Feb.  11  at  11:00  a. m.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  AIDS  Consortium’s  Ladd  is  also 
encouraging  people  to  come  out  in  support 
of  a  larger  AIDS  budget  on  the  Consortium- 
sponsored  lobby  day  —  April  18.  Ladd  said 
the  April  18  date  is  closer  to  the  time  she  ex¬ 
pects  the  state  legislature  will  actually  be 
making  decisions  regarding  approval  of  the 
state  budget.  □ 
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Your  ad  could  be 
here  for  as  little  as 
$64  per  month 

Call 

(617)  426-4469 


Co-dependent  Women  from 
Alcoholic  Families 

New  Therapy  Group 
A  safe,  supportive  space  to  examine  the  self, 
express  feelings,  and  recover  from  addictive 
patterns  that  interfere  with  genuine  expres¬ 
sion  of  our  precious  child  within. 

Prefer  daytime,  6  months 
Sliding  scale  and  insurance  accepted. 
Julia  Kelly,  M.Ed. 

648-9404 

Debra  Truskinoff,  LICSW 

484-1553 _ 


■v 


You’ve  Kept  This 
Secret  For  Years 

To  this  day,  you  wonder  if  it 
was  your  fault.  You’re  still 
mistrustful  of  people. 

You  feel  different,  less  than 
others.  And  so  ashamed. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


Volunteer 

Proof-readers  News  Note 
writers  Envelope  stuff ers 
Fundraisers  Graphic 
artists  Journalists 
Illustrators  Essayists 
Typesetters  Prisoner 
support  Past  e-u  p 
people  Book  reviewers 
Photographers 
Cartoonists 
Computer  jocks  Typists 

at 

GCN 

Call  426-4469 


Venetian 

Gardens 

1269  Mass.  Aue. 
Dorchester 
436-9327 
Sun-Wed  11-10 
Thurs,  Fri,  Sat  11-11 

Under  New 
Management 

The  Days  of  the  Old 
Venetian  Gardens  are 
Back!!! 

American  and  Italian  Specials 
Daily  and  Nightly 
Dinner  for  Two  $14.95 

Special  Insert  Menus 
Weekends  Prime  Rib 
Mondays  Roast  Chicken 
Tuesdays  Steak  Tips 
Sirloin  Steak 
Wednesdays  Meatloaf 

Liver,  Bacon  &  Onions 
Thursdays  Corned  Beef  & 
Cabbage 

Take  Out  or  Eat  In 
Newly  Decorated 
Dining  Room 

\Ne  accept  Mastercard,  Visa, 
Am.  Express 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS!  MUSICAL  AND  THEATRICAL 
PRODUCTIONS 


presents 

Clinton 

“Outrageously  funny,  irreverent,  outspoken” 

-The  Boston  Globe 

Saturday,  February  11,  5pm  &  8pm 
8pm  show  sold  out, 5pm  show  added 

Sanders  Theater  6- 

Cambridge  &  Quincy.  Free  Parking  in  Broadway  Garage. 
Tickets:$14  in  advance,  $15  at  the  door,  general  admission. 

Tickets  at:New  Words  (gen’l  admission  tickets  only),  Sandy’s  Music,  Out-of-Town, 

Wood  &  Strings  (credit  card  by  phone:641-2131),  Arborway  Video  &  Sound,  Holyoke 
Center  Box  Office,  ConcertCharge  (497-1118),  all  Ticketron  Outlets. Tickets  by 
MaikCheck,  Money  Order,  MC/VISA  or  AMEX  (enclose  self-addressed  stamped  envelope) 
to  Revolutionary  Acts!,  P.O.  Box  606,  Cambridge,  MA  02238. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION:  (617)  661-1252  »■'  <  - 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS!  IS  A  WOMAN-OWNED,  WOMAN-OPERATED 
PRODUCTION  COMPANY 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


COHNUNITY 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  M  A  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville.  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
628-9547 

ALCOHOUDRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGIT  AXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 

351  Broadway,  Cambridge 
868-3392 

T.W.F.Sat  10-6.  Th  12-7 
Repairs/Parts/Workspace 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK  CLUB 
P.O.  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT  06856 
National  gay  &  lesbian  book 
dub 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN  S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle. 
South  Africa,  Central  America, 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 

2664584 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

Earle  III  Inc.  Building 
Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and  Commercial 
Call  Buddy  (617)  354-1706 


ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison.  L.I.C.S.W. 
(508)  475-6950 
insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
739  7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  8 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86'/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-4488 

GAY  &  LESBIAN  HEALTH 
180  Cambridge  St. 

Boston.  MA  021 14 
(617)  227-8353 
Mental  Health  &  Substance 
Abuse  Counseling 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
776-9232 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  021 18 
(617)  437-9643 


DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
364-5500 


DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford.  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq..  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  021 18 
338-5356 
Wed  .Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Refeml  Service 
Psychotherapy.  Bodywork. 
Movement.  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 
2664122  M-Th..  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  021  IS 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV  Out¬ 
patient  Clinic:  267-7573) 
and 

93  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston.  MA  021  IS 
(Mental  Health.  Research. 
Community  Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  Sc 
Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  dime  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves  :  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  Sc 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 

A  gay  phystdan  specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay  &  les¬ 
bian  community. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  TOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly  and 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

J.J  BOONER  INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 

8oston.  Ma.  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your  insurance 
needs 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02105 
1400-3521185 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
731-1015 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish.  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sac.  12-7 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston.  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Jews 
P.O.  Box  II 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone:  (617)  782-8894 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr..  Sunday  Worship  7pm. 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community.  523-7664 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  -  Sun.  Ilam 
Service  -  445-1277 
at  Center.  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts.,  Rox.  Crossing  T  Stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL.  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482  2900 


JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02199 
353-1500 


COUNSELING 


TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA 
6614248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60Vi  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02138 
8764438 

DENTISTRY 


TO  HAVE  YOUR  LISTING  SEEN  BY  OVER  55,880 
READERS,  CALL  W1CKIE  AT  4264469. 


Dykes  to  Watch  Out  For 


SfeAH.SURE.  Sitting  Afiovmf 
WITH  A  B0HO4A  MUIVO 

iirmucnMis  pkcehdojg 

-to  UNDERSTAND  WHAT  SOME 

WAGKD  AWT  15  EPOTING 

A BOLT  HAS  AUVA/S  been 
PAY  IDEA  OF  A  good  Time/ 


vJHV/VAl  DOING 
THIS?/  I  HATE 
RXTRY/  IMVST 


XXJRESUCH  A 
RtlUMYNE,  LOI5.P 
A  LITTLE 
CULTURE  WIU. 
PD  you  GOOD' 


RENOWNED 

AT  THE 
UNIVEKSfty 


H£y,  IAOK  f  THE8T  j  E/VIA  ,T3£ 

MaenAN  I  TOLD  yoJ  ABOUT  fSDM 
THE  PtoXSTtRE'  -SHE*  Sitting 

over  -nieRE  won  OEzannA' 


.  Of  yoUR  NAVEL  /  THE  EX  TAN  SC 
of  you*  Beu-y/A  BEagh  AT  C*wxl. 


I  LICK 

THE  DELICATE 


PEARL 


TIGMTASS 

ACADEMICS. 


SHHM'iT'5 

STARTING? 


po  you 

PUND?' 

SCTECf 

USG4ME 

-roUJTHi 


[She s  marrieptd  a  I 

MAN.BdrfcfW/ASVf 
5HE5  JUS TCoMIdfi  OOT' 


isn’t  she  hot?/ 


08*600.'  WAS  THAT  A  WINK?.' 
Cud  she  real ty  Just  wink 
AT  ME? 


WHOR.'  SHE'S--  SUE  S 
.STARING  RIGHT  AT  ME'  ‘ 
CAREFUL, LOIS,  DON'T  L05E 
>OUR  COOL?  --  - 


AAAySe  I  CM  MAKE 
Some  EYE  ldnt-Act. 


Mjur  pesire 

A  TIPAL 
S^POOL.  > 


A5THE  WAVES  crest 
subside... 


J?lPE,  LIQUID 
CORAL... 


LAC /AT  -WE  EDGE  •  , 

THE  LH4GCRING  SCENT/  OF  SEAWEED. 


I  PI  CAI T  HEAR.  A 
WORD  SHE  SAID- 
BUT  My  OP/NIOM 
OF  FDETRY  READINGS 

HAS  DEFINITELY 

IMPROVED  J 


WlElL  yoU  ON  T  GALL-  1 
THAT  POEM  DRy  AND 
INTELLECTUAL.'  SHE 
HAS  A  WAY  Of  REALLY 
br/ngifJg  her  subject 

AUVE,  Don  r _ ^ 

you  THINK 


Cartoons  by  Kovick 
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1983  auto  accident.  Thompson  also  sought 
the  right  to  visit  and  help  care  for  her  lover. 
Cambell’s  most  recent  decision,  never¬ 
theless,  reaffirmed  Donald  Kowalski’s  guar¬ 
dianship  over  his  daughter.  Only  his  power 
over  visitation  was  limited  by  the  court. 

Because  of  the  power  Donald  Kowalski 
still  has  as  guardian,  many  followers  of 
Thompson  and  Kowalski’s  struggle  have 
tempered  their  elation  over  the  couple’s  reu¬ 
nion  with  a  dose  of  pragmatism.  “It’s  hard 
not  be  thrilled,”  said  Caroline  Foty  of  the 
National  Committee  to  Free  Sharon 
Kowalski  (NCFSK).  “The  whole  communi¬ 
ty  will  jump  for  joy  about  this.  It’s  just 


Karen  Thompson  (L)  and  Sharon  Kowalski  before 
Kowalski’s  1983  accident. 


wonderful.  But  until  we  feel  Sharon  is  in  a 
place  to  get  the  care  she  needs,  we  can’t  be 
too  elated.  She  is  not  quite  free  yet.” 

According  to  Foty,  one  of  the  doctors  on 
a  court-appointed  medical  team  charged 
with  evaluating  Kowalski  contacted  Thomp¬ 
son  on  Feb.  1  and  told  her  Kowalski  had 
asked  to  see  her.  Ever  since  Kowalski  had 
been  moved  to  the  Miller-Dwan  rehabilita¬ 
tion  facility  Jan.  17,  Thompson  had  been 
expecting  to  be  called,  since  she  knew  the 
judge’s  order  allowed  the  medical  team  to 
include  her  in  the  evaluation  process.  What 
she  didn’t  know  was  when  she  would  be  con¬ 
tacted,  and  what  kind  of  communication 
she  would  have  with  Kowalski. 

Dorothy  Rappel,  a  psychologist  working 
with  Kowalski,  said  Kowalski  had  been  kept 
in  the  dark  by  her  parents  and  care-givers 
about  why  she  had  not  seen  Thompson  since 
August  1985.  When  asked  if  she  knew  why 
Thompson  had  not  visited,  Kowalski  told 
Rappel  she  believed  her  partner  was  "too 
far”  away  to  visit. 

Thompson  said  Kowalski  “got  tears  in 
her  eyes”  when  she  saw  her  for  the  first 
time.  She  said  that  when  visiting  hours  had 
ended,  “Sharon  wouldn’t  let  go  of  my 
hand.  She  spelled  right  out  on  her  alphabet 
board,  ‘I  love  you.’” 

On  Jan.  3  Thompson  attended  therapy 
sessions  for  Kowalski  in  communication, 
memory,  comprehension  and  physical  con¬ 
ditioning.  “She  did  as  well  as  1  had  ever 
hoped  she  would  do,”  said  Thompson. 

She  praised  the  work  of  Kowalski’s  new 
therapists.  “At  every  session  they  are  giving 
Sharon  choices,  even  if  what  she  wants  is  to 
be  left  alone.  1  feel  they  are  doing  an  ex¬ 
cellent  job  with  Sharon.  They  believe 
Sharon  understands  and  is  capable,  and 
they’re  giving  her  honest  information.  With 
professional  people  now  saying  what  profes¬ 
sional  people  should  have  been  saying  all 
along,  we’re  on  our  way.” 

Thompson  said  she  brought  with  her  a 
giant  card  from  Colorado  that  had  been 
signed  by  dozens  of  people  on  Free  Sharon 
Kowalski  Day  in  August  1988,  in  honor  of 
Kowalski’s  32nd  birthday.  “She  doesn’t 
understand  yet  why  all  of  these  people  from 
faraway  places  are  saying  these  wonderful 
things,  but  she’s  very  excited  by  it.” 

Thompson  said  Kowalski  “laughed  at  me 
when  I  told  her  I  am  now  an  activist  and  a 
feminist.  I  mean  this  is  a  big  change  from 
when  she  saw  me  last....  She  seemed 
fascinated  but  like  she  didn’t  really  unders¬ 
tand  what  this  is  all  about.”  Thompson  ac¬ 
tually  came  out  as  a  lesbian  and  became  a 
nationally  recognized  activist  because  of  her 
fight  to  see  Kowalski. 

Thompson  said  she  hoped  to  visit 
Kowalski  as  often  as  she  can  make  the  four- 
hour  drive  from  her  home  in  St.  Cloud  to 


Duluth,  where  Kowalski  is  undergoing 
rehabilitation.  She  said  she  must  notify 
Kowalski’s  supervisors  of  her  arrival  to 
avoid  a  confrontation  with  Kowalski’s 
parents.  The  Kowalskis,  said  Thompson, 
continue  to  accuse  her  of  sexually  abusing 
Sharon  and  other  “nasty  things.” 

The  medical  team  charged  with  evaluating 
Kowalski  has  been  ordered  to  provide 
Cambell  with  a  progress  report  after  60 
days.  The  Miller-Dwan  Medical  Center  in 
Duluth,  according  to  Foty,  will  only  work 
with  Kowalski  for  a  few  months  before  she 
is  transferred  to  a  long-term  facility. 

Thompson  said,  “My  goal  for  Sharon  is 
to  be  moved  from  here  to  a  place  that’s  tran¬ 
sitional  to  independent  living.  I  see  no 
reason  why  Sharon  has  to  spend  the  rest  of 
her  life  living  in  an  institution.” 

A  documentary  piece  on  Thompson  and 
Kowalski ’s  fight  will  appear  on  a  segment  on 
West  57th  Street  on  Saturday,  Feb.  25  at  10 
p.  m.  Eastern  Time  on  CBS. 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Inform 

Continued  from  page  3 

recognizes  and  recommends  the  benefits  of 
holistic  therapies,  it  advocates  their  use  in 
conjunction  with  pharmaceutical  ones. 

Project  Inform’s  presentation  is  geared 
primarily  toward  gay  men,  using  informa¬ 
tion  more  or  less  exclusively  based  on  data 
from  drug  trials  on  gay  men.  While  gay  men 
still  account  for  the  greatest  number  of 
AIDS  cases,  there  are  now  more  new  AIDS 
cases  among  IV-drug  users  than  among  gay 
men  in  New  York  City,  which  has  a  more 
diverse  population  of  PWAs  than  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Brewer  told  GCN  that  data  on 
women,  IV-drug  users,  or  people  of  color  — 
gay,  straight,  or  bisexual  —  were  not  readily 
available.  “We’re  willing  to  work  with  the 
assumption  that  T-cells  are  T-cells,  and  that 
the  way  dextran  sulfate  works  for  men  and 
women  is  the  same,”  he  continued.  He  said 
that  Project  Inform  was  trying  “to  make  the 
most  sense  out  of  the  least  available  data.” 

But  for  a  variety  of  medical  and  socioeco¬ 
nomic  reasons,  IV-drug  users,  women,  and 
gay  men  of  color  often  react  differently  than 
white  gay  men  to  HIV  infection,  and  subse¬ 
quently  have  different  treatment  needs  and 
concerns,  according  to  Mark  Harrington  of 
ACT  UP/New  York’s  Treatment  and  Data 
Committee.  Ann  Northrop,  an  AIDS 
educator  present  at  the  town  meeting, 
agreed. 

“The  whole  issue  is  access  to  treatment  as 
it  relates  to  everybody  affected  by  HIV,” 
Northrop  told  GCN.  "If  [Project  Inform]  is 
going  to  project  itself  as  a  national  clearing¬ 
house  of  treatment  information,  then  it  has 
a  responsibility  to  broaden  its  knowledge 
base  to  include  information  on  other 
populations  affected  by  HIV.”  Brewer  said 
that  Project  Inform  could  only  disseminate 
data  that  was  available;  but  Northrop  said 
of  the  presentation  that  “it  failed  to  address 
the  issue  [of  other  populations]  at  all,  and 
that  bespeaks  a  lack  of  consciousness  that  it 
is,  and  should  be,  an  issue.” 

In  addition  to  conducting  town  meetings. 
Project  Inform  operates  a  hotline  and  a 
mailing  service  that  provides  treatment  in¬ 
formation  and  a  quarterly  newsletter.  Pro¬ 
ject  Inform  has  recently  received  a  grant 
that  will  enable  it  to  provide  all  of  its  written 
materials  in  Spanish  translation  later  this 
year.  The  Project  can  be  reached  between  10 
a. m.  and  2  p.m.  Pacific  Time  by  calling 
(800)  822-7422,  or  (800)  334-7422.  □ 
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healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


Fire  Fox  Video 

COURTHOUSE  SQ.  MALL 
Exit  32  Route  3,  head  east. 


Only  15  min.  from  Rte.  128 


FANTASTIC  PRICES  -  LOWEST  ANYWHERE! 


HUNDREDS  OF 
GAY  VIDEOS 

*S4.95  and  up 
’with  s10  purchase 


CATALINA 


H.I.S.,  HOT  SHOTS 
Le  SALON 


$39.95 

$29.95 

$24.95 


BUY  1,  GET  1 
with  this  ad 


FREE!] 


Safer  Sex 

and  Drug  Use 
Guidelines 

Assessing  individual  risk  for  AIDS  and 

other  illnesses  is  the  first  step  towards  using 
safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines.  Only  you 
and  your  partner(s)  can  decide  how  much  risk 
is  acceptable  —  take  stock  of  your  sexual  and 
drug  use  histories. 

Be  aware  that  the  highest  concentrations  of 
HIV  (the  virus  widely  thought  to  cause  AIDS) 
are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  The  most 
common  routes  of  HIV  transmission  are 
through  sharing  needles  and  unprotected  anal 
or  vaginal  intercourse. 

GCN’s  guidelines  come  from  a  wide  variety 
of  sources  aimed  at  various  communities 
concerned  about  the  AIDS  epidemic  and 
health  in  general.  We  want  to  confront  the 
prevailing  "no  sex  is  best”  attitude  and 
present  an  approach  that  is  as  sex-positive  as 
possible. 

Information  for  gay  male,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  communities 
Safer  sex  can  include:  massage,  hugging, 
kissing,  erotic  talk,  phone  sex,  masturbation 
(solo,  pairs  and  groups),  using  your  own 
vibrators,  dildos  or  other  sex  toys  and  s/m, 
butch/fem  role-playing,  fantasy  scenes, 
bondage  and  other  activities  that  do  not 
involve  the  exchange  of  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood). 

Do  not  allow  a  partner’s  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn 
from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  to  enter 
your  vagina,  anus,  mouth  or  breaks  in  your 
skin. 

Use  condoms  for  fucking  (anal  and  vaginal 
intercourse),  for  licking/sucking  penises  and 
for  covering  dildos  and  other  sex  toys.  Use 
water-based  lubricants.  Use  latex  barriers 
(dental  dams  or  other  plastic/latex  materials) 
between  the  genital  area  and  mouth  when 
licking/sucking  cunts  and  assholes.  Be 
especially  careful  to  avoid  the  exchange  of 
menstrual  blood.  Using  nonoxynol-9  or  other 
spermicides  with  condoms  and  latex  barriers 
may  add  extra  protection. 

For  finger-fucking  or  fisting  (anal  or  vaginal 


penetration  with  fingers  or  hands),  use  latex 
gloves  or  finger  cots.  Use  water-based 
lubricants. 

Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at 
risk.  Be  sure  to  discuss  risk  for  AIDS  with 
potential  donors  or  sperm  bank. 

Be  aware  that  some  risk  of  exposure  to 
immune-suppressing  infections  (such  as  mono 
and  amoebiasis)  may  be  associated  with 
rimming  (anal-oral  contact)  —  use  a  latex 
barrier.  Risk  may  also  be  associated  with 
watersports  (urine)  or  feces  in  the  mouth, 
rectum  or  in  open  cuts.  If  you  share  dildos, 
vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  condoms  or 
clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide. 

Your  body’s  ability  to  fight  all  disease, 
including  AIDS  and  its  related  illnesses  (such 
as  Kaposi’s  Sarcoma  and  pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia),  may  be  benefitted  by  general 
good  health  —  good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest, 
exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol,  poppers 
and  other  drugs. 

If  you  use  IV  drugs,  follow  the  guidelines 
below. 

Intravenous  drug  use 

Do  not  share  works  (needles,  syringes, 
droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers). 

Do  not  re-use  needles;  use  fresh  cottons 
each  time. 

If  you  must  share  or  re-use  your  works, 
clean  them  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works 
into  100  percent  bleach,  draw  up  and  release 
three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  water, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times  (in  an 
emergency,  rubbing  alcohol,  vodka  or  wine 
can  also  be  used).  As  an  alternative,  boil 
works  in  water  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes. 

Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your 
works. 

Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  I  (800)  342-7514 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston:  (417)  536-7733 
Latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual).  Boston:  (617)  262-7248 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce. 
Boston:  (617)  437  4200 

Gay  Mens  Health  Crisis  (GMHC).  New  York:  (212) 
807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC).  Washington. 
D  C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network.  San  Francisco:  (415)  864-4376 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

FATHERHOOD? 

Lesbian  seeking  healthy  gay  man  to  father  child.  Interest 
in  the  child  desired.  Financial  help  not  desired.  Write 
KG,  Box  335,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  M A  021 17.  (31) 
C  —  It’s  a  good  thing  they  have  Valentine's  Day  for 
romantic  saps  like  me!  I  hope  it's  the  first  of  many  for 
us.  All  of  my  love!  i. _ (30) 

C.  DREAMBALL  KITTYKINS 

The  little  brat  finally  got  it  right  ...  we're  in  love!  (And 
everything  knew  it!)  Happiest  of  lovers’  days,  from 
yours. _ (30) 

F  COUPLES 

Looking  for  other  F  couples  who  like  to  play  cards  and 
other  games  for  fun!  Lexington  or  surrounding  area. 
Call  861-7234, _ (3D 

GWF  22,  bright,  attractive-seeking  one  special  woman, 
28-40,  to  share  my  warmth  and  affection.  I  am 

monogamous,  sensitive  and  have  much  to  offer  so¬ 
meone  who  is  willing  to  take  a  chance.  Please  write  GCN 
Box  344. _ (32) 

Dapper  bearded  dyke  desires  intense  friendship, 

loveship  with  mentally  and  physically  strong  adven¬ 
turous  political  lesbian  lunatic  no  druggies  smokers  or 
cops  need  apply,  GCN  Box  343. _ (31) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge.  MA  02139, _ (16.33) 

GCN’s  circulation  manager  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Chris  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 

HAPPY  3RD  ANNIVERSARY  ANTEATER! 

Has  it  really  been  3  years  since  we  made  semi-nude  spec¬ 
tacles  of  ourselves  at  that  fab-trashy  bar?  Here’s  to  lots 
more  smutty  behavior  over  the  many  years  to  come.  (See 
Sherman,  I  didn’t  even  embarass  you  by  putting  your 
name  in  here  this  year.)  Love,  Helmet  Boy. _ (30) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


CALENDAR  HEAVEN  (YEP*) 

GCN  REALLY  REALLY  needs  a  volunteer  calendar  coor¬ 
dinator/s  —  one  person  5  hrs.  a  week  or  two  people  to  split 
the  job.  You'll  know  everything  that’s  happening  before 
everyone  else ! !  Call  Steph  at  (617)426-4469.  _ 

WOMEN’S  SEXUAL  ORIENTATION 
Psychology  doctoral  student  writing  dissertation  on  sexual 
preference  seeks  women  35-plus  interested  in  discussing  own 
thoughts  on  this  topic.  Participation  requires  one  hour  inter¬ 
view  at  your  convenience,  and  brief  followup.  Please  contact 
Judy  524-7537,  _ (30) 

LESBIANA 

Antiquarian  books  for  sale.  Current  list  features  Lesbiana.  We 
specialize  in  all  areas  of  Women’s  Studies.  Send  $1  to 
Women’s  Words  Books.  Rte.  4,  Box  322,  Hopkinton,  NH 
03229.  _ (31) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary  .  5 
hr/week  (flexible)  Call  Jennie  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 


SERVICES 


SERVICES 


PROFESSIONAL  ORGANIZER 

Organizing  kitchens  to  complete  households  as  well  as 
Domestic  Staff  Training.  Write  to:  W.B.  Rich,  Inc.,  606 
W,  Barry  St.,  Suite  168,  Chicago,  III.  60657, _ (31) 

GODIAS  HERBS 

Herbal  therapies  for  the  immune  system  and  carrisyn. 
P.O.  Box  2023  Gloucester.  MA  01930  or  call 
617-522-4094.  (32) 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4X61 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  GAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women’s  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  617-267-7573 
medical  •  business 


93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  617-267-0900 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


{/aJ/ery 


posters,  graphics,  paintings 


237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 
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Basic  cost 
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□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35t  for 
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Discounts 
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Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□  $15  per  column  inch 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
.  Qftice  Park 
L.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


790  BOYISTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


HELP  WANTED 


SHIPPING 

Packing  and  shipping  books,  some  other  respon¬ 
sibilities,  for  gay  publisher.  Part-time  or  full-time  posi¬ 
tion  available.  Non-smoking  office.  $6/hour  plus 
benefits  (if  full-time).  Phone  Joe,  542-5679. _ (32) 


HELP  WANTED 


COMMUNITY  ORGANIZER 

The  American  Friends  Service  Committee  (AFSC)  in 
Vermont  seeks  a  Peace  Education  Coordinator  to  work 
with  committee  to  develop  peace  and  justice  programs  in 
the  stale,  and  to  represent  AFSC  in  Vermont.  Requires 
commitment  to  nonviolent  social  change,  ability  to  work 
with  broad  range  of  people,  experience  in  organizing. 
The  AFSC  is  an  affirmative  action/equal  opportunity 
employer.  People  of  color,  women,  lesbian  and  gay  peo¬ 
ple,  people  with  disabilities,  and  ex-prisoners  arc 
especially  encouraged  to  apply.  All  applicants  con¬ 
sidered  on  qualifications.  Send  request  for  full  job 
description,  or  send  resume  and  letter  of  interest  to:  Ver¬ 
mont  AFSC,  61  Western  Ave..  Brattleboro,  VT  05301. 
Call  (802)  257-4776.  Application  deadline  is  February 

IS,  1989.  _ _  <}0) 

Receptionist  for  active  holistic  five-person  medical  of¬ 
fice.  Needed:  good  inter-personal  skills  and  problem 
solving.  16-20  hours/week.  $7 .00/hour.  One  year  com¬ 
mittment.  Call  Sheila  M/Tu/Th  625-8840.  Also  needed: 
computer  billing  person.  Must  be  organized,  quick  to 
learn,  good  with  details.  Third-party  billing  experience 
helpful.  Computcr/aceounts  reveivable  experience 
useful.  15-22  hours/week.  $8. 50/hour.  Call  Nancy 
625-8840.  _ (35) 

BUILD  THE  GE  BOYCOTT 

Help  build  the  natl  boycott  of  GE  to  stop  corporal  pro¬ 
duction  and  promotion  of  nuclear  weapons.  INFACT 
needs  full  time  office  manager/DevIp.  administrator  in 
Boston.  Must  be  organized  and  work  well  with  people. 
Exper,  preferred  but  not  necessary.  Call  742-4583.  (30) 

DIRECT  SERVICE  ADVOCATE 
Immediate  opening  in  alternative  mental  health  transi¬ 
tional  housing  program.  Job  requires  personal  or  pro¬ 
fessional  knowledge  of  parenting  issues  and  ability  to 
work  with  groups.  Prefer  Woman  of  Color.  Experience 
in  residential  setting  and  access  to  car  ideal.  Resumes  ac¬ 
cepted  til  February  28.  No  phone  calls  please.  Resumes 
to  A.  Beckert,  Elizabeth  Stone  House,  Box  15.  Jamaica 
Plain.  MA  02130. _ (30) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  Care  Attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  in  JP.  No  experience 
necessary  but  must  have  driver’s  license.  Livc-in 
$225/week.  Weekdays  5-IOprn  $177/week.  Weekends 
$160.  Call  731-6228. _ (33) 

ADVERTISING  SALES 

Excellent  part-time  openings  marketing  advertising  for 
america’s  premiere  gay  &  lesbian  newsweekly,  GA  Y 
COMMUNITY  NEWS.  Ad  reps  receive  high  commis¬ 
sion,  leads  and  staff  support.  Work  can  be  done  from 
your  home.  If  you  are  assertive,  responsible,  and  in¬ 
terested  in  sales,  call  the  Advertising  Coordinator  at 
(617)  426-4469,  or  write  to  GCN  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  Mass  02116. _ 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $l2/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 
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CITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE 


HUMAN 
RIGHTS 


COMMISSION 


wiM 


Professional  positions  enforc¬ 
ing  municipal  civil  rights 
ordinance. 

Executive 

Director 

Directs  policy,  works  coop¬ 
eratively  with  other  city 
agencies,  supervises  all  staff 
activity  and  is  responsible  for 
advising  commissioners. 
Requires  knowledge  of  and 
commitment  to  civil  rights 
law,  prior  administrative 
experience.  $28,658  -  31 ,512. 

Fair  Housing 
Specialist 

Manages  investigations 
under  Federal  grant. 

Requires  five  years  of  related 
case  management  expe¬ 
rience.  Twenty-five  hour  con¬ 
tract  position  pays  $335 
weekly. 

Preference  for  candidates 
with  demonstrated  record  of 
Human  Rights  Activities,  bilin¬ 
gual  ability  and  familiarity 
with  Cambridge. 

Apply  by  February  24  to: 
Personnel,  Cambridge  City 
Hall.  Room  309,  Cambridge, 
MA  021 39. 

A/i  Aihrmative  Action  Equal 
Opportunity  Employer  (Voluntary 
Inlormabon  m  This  Regard  s  Welcome; 
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Executive  Director 


Community  foundation  seeks  Exec.  Dir.  with 
commitment  to  women's  issues,  and  demon¬ 
strated  exper.  in  fundraising,  PR,  and  fiscal 
mgmt.  $30, 000435, 000  plus  benefits.  Send 
resume  by  2/25  to  Boston  Women's  Fund,  31 
St.  James  Ave.  No.  902,  Boston,  MA  02116. 
Women  of  color  are  encouraged  to  apply. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

HELP  WANTED 


LIVE  IN  HOUSEKEEPER 

Year  round  position  available  for  women’s  guest  house, 
call  Gabriel's  at  (508)  487-3232. _ (33) 


DEVELOPMENT 

DIRECTOR 

Progressive  development  agency  supporting 
Third  World  social  change  movements  seeks 
DEVELOPMENT  DIRECTOR  to  plan/im¬ 
plement  comprehensive  fundraising  stra¬ 
tegy.  Experience  with  personal  solicitation 
of  major  gifts  required;  familiarity  with 
direct  mail,  grantseeking,  PR  encouraged. 
Deadline  3/31;  hiring  5/1.  Grassroots  Inter¬ 
national,  P.O.  Box  312,  Cambridge,  MA 
02139. 


BUSINESS 
MANAGER 
PRESS  OPERATOR 


Multi-racial  printing  collective  seeks  new  members. 
Self-managed;  union  shop;  part  of  the  movement 
for  political,  social,  and  economic  change  for  1 5 
years.  Experience  necessary.  People  of  color  and 
women  especially  encouraged  to  apply. 

RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  St.,  Boston,  MA  02130  (617)  524-6822 


Two  rooms  of  large  aparlment  in  Medford,  near  station 
and  plaza.  No  pets/smokers/drugs.  $200  each  plus 
utilities.  After  6pm.  Betty  395-0381 . _ (30) 

BEAUTIFUL  WATERTOWN  SUITE! 
Professional  woman  seeks  same  to  share  lovely  Vic¬ 
torian,  block  from  bus.  Your  own  huge  fireplaced  living 
room,  bedroom,  bath,  separate  entrance,  off-street 
parking.  Available  March  1  or  later,  short-  or  long-term. 
An  aesthetic  delight!  923-4144. _ (31) 

BROOKLINE  NEAR  GREEN  LINE  T 
CM  seeks  roommate.  Large  2BR.  Quiet,  cable, 
reasonable  rent.  Utilities  included.  Parking  available. 
Prefer  non-smoker  into  the  12  steps.  Available  3/1 
566-5902,  leave  message. _ (31) 

WOMAN  &  CHILD-CENTERED  HOME 
LF  and  16  month  old  daughter  want  to  join  or  form  a 
home  with  another  mom  and  child(ren),  or  a  woman  in¬ 
terested  in  life  with  children.  Seek  independent  living 
with  mature  support  around  parenting.  Please  call 
Korcen  at  522-3918. _ (30) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 


AD 


- 


□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


2  LFs  looking  for  3rd  to  sha.e  sunny  JP  semi-coop  apt. 
near  T  and  Arboreum.  $335-plus.  Pets  ok,  smoking  is 
not.  Call  522-4368  (31) 

Medford,  GWF  to  share  comfortable  6-room  house  with 
GWF.  $400  plus  '/2  utilities.  Call  395-0074  afternoons 
between  l-4pm. _  (3 1 ) 

Seeking  LF  —  28  plus,  semi-vegetarian  nonsmoking, 
clean,  communicative,  friendly,  stable  to  share  3 
bedroom,  sunny,  spacious  home  with  LF31  -  quiet, 
creative,  healer.  2  rooms  or  1  available.  Belmont-Camb. 
line.  Debra:  484-1553. _ (30) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN  SUBLET 

2  LFs  seek  3rd  housemate  for  large,  beautiful  Victorian 
apartment  near  JP  Licks.  Non-smoking,  vegetarian; 
deck,  backyard,  W/D,  Dishwasher;  Have  cats,  no  more 
pets.  Sublet  3/1  thru  5/1, 6/1.  Approx.  $400  htd.  Anne: 
522-6521. _  (3Q) 

LF,  31  quiet  sober  smoker  seeks  gay  male  or  lesbian  to 
find  and  share  drug  and  alcohol  free  apartment  in  Bever- 
ly  area.  (508)  927-6234. _  (30) 

2LF  friends  seek  roommate  25-plus  L/Bi  for  our  happy 
Somerville  house.  Large,  sunny,  homey,  3  BR, 
drug/smoke-free.  $300-plus.  Call  623-5535.  (30) 


ROOMMATE  WANTEI 


Quiet,  mature  LF  Into  healing  arts/creating  a  home 
seeks  same.  Spacious,  cozy  six  room  apartment  near 
T/Tufts/Porter/Davis  Square.  Non-smkr.  $350-plus. 
391-8741 

_ _ _ ; _ (30) 

DOR/ASHMONT  LUX  SING  FAM  SAFE 

Luxurious  single  family  4  bedrom  home.  Liv.  rm.  Din 
rm.  Kitchen,  washer/dryer,  dishwasher,  porches,  deck, 
yard,  offstreet  pkg.  Fresh  paint/paper.  $525  includes 
heat,  near  T.  Diane,  265-4097.  Lv.  mess. 
_ (30) 

2LF  seek  3rd  for  large  Brighton  apartment  in  house.  No 
smoking,  vegetarian,  must  love  pets,  no  more  please. 
$300  plus.  Call  (61 7)  254-0407.  _ (30) 


HOUSING  WANTED 


REWARD!  APT.  WANTED 

2L.F/2  cats  need  1  bdrm.  apt.  by  4/1.  Max  $600/month  inch 
utilities.  Somerville/Cambridge/Medford/Newlon  areas.  Safe 
neighborhood.  Call  collect  evenings.  (607)  724-8336. 
Dec/Erika/  message.  _ (34) 


Somerville 

Spacious,  sunny,  2  BR  Apt.  in 
Winterhill.  New  K  and  B,  5 
min  to  Sullivan  Sq.  T,  walk  to 
shopping.  $700/mo.,  plus  util. 
Avail.  3/1/89.  Call  628-4074, 
leave  message. 


EAST  BOSTON 

One  bedroom  apartment  in  an  historic  house  on  Eagle  Hill. 
One  T  stop  to  downtown.  Brand  new  kitchen  and  bath, 
recessed  and  track  lighting,  marble  mantel,  charming  hidden 
garden  and  back  patio  privlages.  $650  plus  utilities,  569-2125. 
_ (30) 

DORCHESTER-ASHMONT 

Newly  renovated  apt.  two  large  bedrooms,  small  3rd.  Tiled 
balh  eal-in  kitchen.  Sunny  interesting  layout.  825  includes 
electr.  5  min  from  T.  Call  894-7224.  (30) 

IPSWICH 

2  bedrooom  apartment  —  security  deposit.  Call  Tanis  (508) 
356-5 1 64  or  (508)  887-6234  leave  message  please.  (30) 


RAYNOR  S  MOTOR  LODGE 

A  modern  motel  in  the  heart  of  the  White  Mountain  Ski 
Area  for  gays.  We  are  located  along  the  Gale  River  in 
the  picturesque  village  of  Franconia,  NH.  Ski  Cannon 
Mountain  with  Peter  or  simply  enjoy  our  mountain 
views.  Write:  Box  10,  Franconia,  NH  03580  or  call 
1-800-634-8187.  Peter  and  Dieter,  Innkeepers.  (32) 

A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails  and  then  un¬ 
wind  in  our  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire.  Our 
100  scenic  acres  and  19  cozy  rooms  are  just  what  you 
need.  Inexpensive,  uncrowded  downhill  skiing  nearby. 
Great  mid-week  discounts!  THE  HIGHLANDS  INN, 
Box  1  !8G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers.  (35) 


PUBLICATIONS 


ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  coiums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $  1 5/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142.  _ (ex) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info. _ (15.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  631 18.  (7) 


Prisoners 
Seeking  ■ 
Friends  I 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

_ amm _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
_ MPDU  Number  23733  _ 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-12.34 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 

WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


<£> 


GF,  34,  seeks  correspondence  from  women  of 
all  age  groups  and  ethnic  backgrounds.  Pm  in¬ 
terested  in  hearing  from  you  if  you  are  sincere 
and  not  looking  for  game  players.  Pm  looking 
for  honest  friendship.  Deborah  BAUMGART¬ 
NER,  1185.82,  PO  Box  26,  St.  Gabriel  LA 
70776 


1  would  like  to  have  a  penpal  write  to  me.  My 
hobbies  are  dancing,  going  for  long  walks  and 
very  intimate  nights  with  us  2.  I  go  to  school  for 
Dental  Assistants.  Tinamarie  EVANS,  Box 
9007,  Framingham  MA  01701. 


POST-CONVICTION  REMEDIES:  A  Self-Help 
Manual  by  Dan  Manville,  is  now  ready  and  is  available  to 
prisoners  for  $16.50.  Outlines  procedures  for  challenging 
your  conviction.  Packed  with  info  on  your  rights,  from  the 
first  encounter  with  the  cops  on  thru  to  the  typical  judicial 
appelate  process.  Send  to:  Oceana  Press,  75  Main  St,  Dobbs 
Ferry,  NY  10522.  


H 


SPECIALS 


DICTIONARIES  NEEDED! 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out.  THANKS! _ 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 

'"v  HH  m 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights,  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians,  and  women  from 
every  continent.  $15/11  issues.  Trial  sub:  $4/3  issues. 
oob.  Dept.  GCN,  2423  18th  St.,  NW,  Washington,  DC 
20009. _ (ex) 

WOMEN  S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $I5/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  issue  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S 
REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center, 
Wellesley,  MA  02181. _ _ (ex) 

BUCK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Biack  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to  Black/Out 
c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  Ml 
48219. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
bul  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (16.-) 

GUARDIANrindependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian.  Dept  GCN,  33W  1 7th  St.  NY,  NY,  1001 1. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

A  journal  of  woman-to-woman  s/m.  Fantasy,  analysis, 
erotic  art  and  much  more.  Sub:  $13/four  issues.  Single 
issues  $4.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for  info.  PO 
Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143, _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  "A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (6)7)  625-7885. _ (ex) 


NY  State  PWAs/PWARCs/HIV  pos.  prisoners! 
If  you  have  information  about  ways  in 
which  DOCS  does  not  keep  medical  info 
confidential  or  other  info  about  medical 
treatment  (and  NON-treatment!),  please 
write  John  Greshem,  Prisoners  Legal  Ser¬ 
vices,  105  Chambers  St,  New  York,  NY 
_  10007.  They  need  this  info  soon  to  help 
them  try  to  change  new  DOCS  regula- 
_  tions. 

Also,  a  few  ‘Buddy  programs’  are 
|  developing  for  PWAs.  The  buddies  will 
I  help  make  sure  the  PWAs  are  getting  their 
I  medication  on  time,  getting  outside 
■  medical  attention  when  necessary,  and 
£  giving  other  understanding  and  caring 
i  help.  Write  the  above  address  for  more  info. 


[  FREE  BOOKS  &  DICTIONARIES!!  You 
j  can  get  free  dictionaries  (including 
j  SPANISH-English  dictionary)  from: 
j  PRISON  LIBRARY  PROJECT,  976  W. 
!  Foothill  Blvd,  Claremont  CA  91711. 


Sincere  individual  looking  for  special  someone. 
Accounting  major,  psychology  minor,  with  in¬ 
terest  in  fantasy  Art  and  Perfect  Understan¬ 
ding.  Robert  BENITEZ,  87388  Pine  1,  Angola 
LA  70712 


Gay  male,  pretty  smile,  nice  skin,  a  real  lover, 
feminine,  former  drag  Queen  of  Atlanta, 
awaiting  correspondence  from  a  nice  lover. 
Richard  K.  GUNNOE,  117596-A  (M3),  100 
Warrior  Lane,  Bessemer  AL  35023. 


The  ‘Colt  kid’  is  looking  for  friends  and  pen¬ 
pals  of  all  ages,  sex  and  race.  I  love  the  out¬ 
doors,  wild  life  and  lots  lots  more!  I  love  boys 
and  older  men  who  know  how  to  handle  a  boy. 
My  hobbies  include  sex,  legal  affairs,  writing, 
reading  and  much  more.  Joey  ROBBINS, 
67291  Suite  4-L-92,  Box  CN  861,  Trenton  NJ 
08625 


GM,  37,  would  like  to  hear  from  anyone  willing 

to  write  a  letter.  I’m  very  much  alone  and  very 
lonely.  I  need  to  talk  with  someone  understan¬ 
ding.  Frank  WASH1A,  2D-582,  162655,  Box  7, 
Moberly  MO  65270. 


I’ve  been  gay  since  I  was  11  and  now  I’m  very 
lonely  and  would  like  to  meet  some  friends  that 

■  don’t  mind  me  being  gay.  I  am  a  caring  person 
5  and  like  to  share  my  thoughts  and  feelings  with 
5  people.  Would  somebody  please  write.  Pleaz 

■  WAGERS,  93529,  Box  128,  EddyviUe  KY 

■  42038. 


I’m  39,  here  for  murder  (I  killed  a  man  for  rap¬ 
ing  my  lover  here)  and  I  fully  understand  that  I 
may  never  get  out  again.  I’m  not  looking  for  a 
relationship  with  any  one,  just  a  true  friend 
that  would  like  to  correspond  with  a  lonely 
prisoner.  I’m  not  looking  to  use  anybody  for 
personal  gain,  just  a  friend.  Please  keep  up  the 
good  work  that  you  (GCN)  are  doing  there. 
Harold  VINCENT,  73128,  Political  Prisoner, 
Camp  J  —  CCR,  Angola  LA  70712 


Pictures  ot  Gay/Lesbian  Characters  anyone? 

Thank  you  so  much  for  sending  your  paper  to 
us  in  isolation  here.  We  share  it  around  as 
much  as  possible.  Would  you  place  an  ad  for 
me  saying  that  1  collect  photos  of  Gay  &  Les¬ 
bian  Characters/Styles  and  would  like  to  hear 
especially  from  people  on  the  East  coast,  as  1 
now  have  a  wild  and  beautiful  collection  of 
West  coast  gays/lesbians/punk  rockers/. 
Donnie  CROUCH,  360400,  Box  16,  Lovelady 
TX  75851. 


I  need  a  friend  that  I  like  to  correspond  with. 
I’m  30,  like  sports,  music  and  hunting.  I’m  also 
a  barber.  1  can  cook  and  I  build  hobbie  crafts 
and  love  to  write.  I  hope  to  hear  from  you. 
James  A.  STOVALL,  124450-B  (2-61-B),  100 
Warrior  Lane,  Bessemer  AL  35023. _ 

Looking  to  correspond  with  someone.  Hobbies 
are  camping,  hunting,  fishing,  and  country 
music.  I  hope  to  find  someone  in  the  outside 
world  to  write.  Thank  you,  GCN,  Robin 
PHILLIPS,  343236,  Rt  1  box  16,  Lovelady  TX 
75851. _ . 

Gay  masc.  male,  41 ,  in  need  of  someone  to  love 
and  to  be  loved  in  return.  I  run  the  prison 
library.  I  like  soft  music  and  write  poetry.  I 
have  a  degree  in  welding  technology  and  would 
like  to  meet  a  passive  or  feminine  person  for 
friendship  and  love.  I  know  in  my  heart  there  is 
someone  out  there  as  lonely  as  me.  Please 
write.  Terry  DRAKE,  14162,  Box  28  (18-4B), 
Pendleton  IN  46064. _ 

I‘m  looking  for  a  lasting  friendship,  maybe 
more.  I  don’t  do  drugs  or  play  headgames.  The 
things  I  like  to  do  are  camping,  fishing,  long 
walks  in  the  woods  and  quiet  evenings  at  home. 
Please  write  and  let  us  become  friends  and  see 
where  it  leads  from  there.  Leo  DESROSIERS, 
HCR  70,  Box  428,  Bucks  Harbor  ME  04618. 

I  was  so  amazed  to  hear  of  your  fine  news 
paper  and  prisoner  concern.  I’m  24,  been  mar¬ 
ried  three  times  but  have  had  no  suitable  rela¬ 
tionship  with  females.  I’m  fairly  active  in 
sports  and  wish  to  find  some  man  who’s  very 
sincere  for  a  long-term  friendship.  Jessie 
YOUNCE,  161280,  5-A-15,  1012  W.  Colum- 
bia,  Farmington  MO  63640. _ 

I’m  Black,  handsome,  36,  exercise  daily,  and 
am  looking  for  Real  people  to  develop  genuine 
friendships  with  both  women  as  well  as  men. 
I’m  not  into  manipulating  people  or 
materialistic  things!  Melvin  HAYNES,  84A 
2664,  Box  AG,  Fallsburg  NY  12733. _ 

I  was  talking  to  a  friend  yesterday  and  he  spoke 
of  placing  an  ad  in  your  publication  so  fellow 
homosexuals  would  write  him.  Myself  and  my 
cellmate  would  both  like  to  do  the  same.  I’m  a 
paralegal,  23,  like  traveling,  swimming, 
boating  and  California.  I’m  an  outdoor-est 
with  bicycling  as  my  main  sport.  Ronald 
FERGUSON, 150161  (5A20),  1012  W.  Colum¬ 
bia  Rd,  Farmington  MO  63640. 


The  vilest  deeds,  like  poison  weeds 

Bloom  well  in  prison  air 
Only  what  is  good  in  people 
Wastes  and  withers  there. 

That’s  not  an  example  of  my  poems.  Those  are 
even  better.  Want  to  see  them?  At  least  my 
Mom  says  there  the  best.  And  I’ve  read  a  LOT 
of  poetry  and  can’t  find  any  I  like  as  much  as 
mine!  Hoping  to  find  an  ‘outsider’  penpal  since 
they  won’t  let  us  write  other  prisoners  here  in 
Iowa.  They  must  be  afraid  we’ll  ship  seamen  to 
each  other  (smile).  And  I  was  never  even  in  the 
Navy!  (altho  my  Dad  was;  maybe  that’s  how 
his  seamen  helped  me  come  about...)  I’m  as 
foxy  as  Farra  Fawcett  and  as  dirty  as  Harry 
Callahan.  Extremely  versatile.  Love  to  wear 
feminine  things  but  can  be  very  butch  at  times. 
Exotic  dancer.  Like  older  men.  Denny  NOR¬ 
MAN,  205454,  PO  Box  316,  Ft  Madison  IA 
52627. _ 

Gay  indian,  dominant,  top  person,  would  like 
to  hear  from  all  femmes,  queens  and  gays.  I’m 
into  sports,  weight  lifting,  boxing  and  jogging. 
I’m  a  musician  by  trade.  Can  write  prisoners 
and  outside  people.  Not  looking  for  money  or  a 
free  handout.  Ken  McPHAlL,  48197,  2605 
State  St,  Salem  OR  97310. _ 
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Please  note:  Calendar  listings  must  be  receiv¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  before  the  week  of  the 
event  Photos  with  listings  are  encouraged. 
Please  specify  if  your  event  is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted. 


1 1  Saturday 

Boston  □  Having  a  Wonderful  Life,  Wish  You 
Were  Here,  an  exhibit  of  color  photographs  by  Susan 
Wilson  at  Club  Cafe.  Ongoing.  209  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston  □  Romanovsky  &  Phillips  at  Club  Cabaret. 
Recommended  by  the  calendar  editor.  Through  2/12.  209 
Columbus.  8pm.  $10/12. 

Cambridge  □  Kate  Clinton  at  Sanders  Theater.  Cam- 
•  bridge  &  Quincy  Sts.  8pm.  $H/I5.  Benefit  for  Boston 
Area  Rape  Crisis  Center.  Wheelchair  access;  sign  inter¬ 
preted. 

Boston  □  BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth)  Valentine’s  Dance  and  Dinner.  35  Bow- 
doin  St,  8pm- 1  am.  $3.  Info:  617/354-6658. 

Cambridge  □  Jennifer  justice  performs  Lavender 
Hearts,  a  celebration  in  story  and  pictures  of  lesbian 
romance  and  erotica.  Slideshow  by  Susan  Wilson.  First 
Church  Congregational,  II  Garden  St.  7pm  and  9pm, 
dance  at  1 1  pm.  $9/10.  Tickets  at  New  Words,  Red  Book 
and  Glad  Day. 

Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  Valentine’s  Social  at  Hill 
House,  74  Joy  St.  8pm.  $6,  members/$4.  Steering  com¬ 
mittee  same  night  at  6pm.  Info:  Lenny,  617/825-3032. 
Girth  and  Mirth  is  a  club  for  big  men  and  the  men  who 
wouldn't  have  them  any  other  way. 

Boston  □  Am  Tikva  12th  Anniversary  Celebration 

at  Temple  Israel,  Rabb  Cahners  Social  Hall,  Longwood 
Ave.  at  the  Riverway.  8:30pm.  $17  in  advance.  Reserva¬ 
tions:  617/782-8894.  Wheelchair  accessible. 

Cambridge  □  Celebrate  the  Lunar  New  Year  with  the 

Alliance  of  Mass.  Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  Buf¬ 
fet  and  dance.  Paradise,  180  Mass.  Ave.  l2:30-5pm.  $5. 
Info:  617/499-9535. 

Boston  □  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  annual  Violet 
Valentine  Gala  and  auction.  195  W.  Newton  St.  8pm- 
2am.  $7.  Info:  617-266-4378. 

Boston  □  Finding  Men:  A  Tool  Kit,  a  sexual  com¬ 
munication  workshop  sponsored  by  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee  during  Aim  for  the  Heart  weekend.  Old  South 
Church,  645  Boylston  St.,  I0am-2pm.  $10,  including 
lunch.  For  reservations,  call  617/437-6200,  x.234. 

12  Sunday 

Somerville  □  Somerville/Medford/Arlington  Les¬ 
bian  Potluck  6pm.  Info:  617/635-7643.  Alcohol  free 
event. 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbian  Neighborhood 
Group  brunch.  Info:  Joan,  617/266-5169 

Boston  □  Roslindale/Hyde  Park/West  Roxbury 
Lesbian  Neighbors  Group.  5:30pm.  Info: 

617/364-9172. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors 
Potluck.  Alcohol  free,  speaker  on  Mass.  Gay  Rights  Bill. 
First  Church  Hall,  comer  of  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  4-7pm. 


Brookline  □  Brookline/Brighton/Newton  Lesbian 
Potluck  Dinner  and  make  your  own  Valentine  party. 
6pm.  $1  (for  materials)  Info:  617/566-2558. 

Boston  □  New  England  Lesbian  Scientist  Network 

potluck  brunch.  Noon.  Info:  617/522-4384. 

14  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Living  Well  Workshop  ‘Playing  with  Con¬ 
doms."  All  welcome  but  some  topics  may  have  more 
relevance  to  people  who  are  HIV  positive.  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  1 6  Haviland  St.  Preregistration  re¬ 
quested.  6-8pm.  Info:  617/267-0900. 

Cambridge  □  Girls’  Night  Out  at  Nightstage,  823 
Main  St.  8:30  and  10:30.  Info:  617/497-8200  or  497-7200. 

Boston  □  Rite  Wings:  the  Golden  Rule  of  the  Sun, 

a  media  performance  on  the  Gay  Rights  Referendum, 
Dade  Co.  Florida,  1977.  Tower  Auditorium,  Mass.  Col¬ 
lege  of  Art,  621  Huntington  Ave.  Through  2/19.  8pm 
(3pm  on  2/19).  $8,  $5  students,  seniors.  Info: 
617/232-1555  x355. 

1 5  Wednesday 

Boston  □  FLAGFAN  (Fenway  Lesbian  and  Gay  Friends 
and  Neighbors)  Valentine’s  Day  potluck.  7pm.  Info: 
617/353-1925. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Neighborhood  Open  House  with 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors.  Glen  Rd. /Green  St. /Centre 
St.  area.  7-9pm.  Info:  Roberta,  617/522-9513. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Alumnae  of  Wellesley  plann¬ 
ing  meeting  at  the  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  Info: 
Janet,  617/489-8527. 

1 6  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info: 
GCN,  617/426-4469. 

17  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near 
Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Brookline  □  Ice  Skate  Outing  with  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Neighbors.  Lars  Anderson  Rink,  Pond  St.  7-9pm.  $2  ad¬ 
mission,  $2  skate  rental.  Look  for  LGNJP  sign  and  hot 
cider  on  benches. 

Boston  □  Another  Nice  Jewish  Girls  potluck. 

7:30pm.  Info:  617/666-2159. 

Boston  □  Pianist  Adrienne  Torf  performs  at  Club 
Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave.  8pm.  Through  2/ 1 9  $10/12. 
Info:  617/536-0972. 

Boston  □  Chiltern  Mt  Club  offers  begin¬ 
ner/intermediate  cross  country  skiing  in  N.H.  through 
2/19.  Deposit  required.  Call  John,  617/648-9185.  Also, 
the  club  goes  ice  climbing  (beginning  level)  in  Ricketts 
Glen,  PA  through  2/20.  Call  Mark,  617/288-6419. 

18  Saturday 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers,  an  organization  of  older  gay 
men,  meets  at  Lindemann  Health  Ctr,  25  Staniford  St. 
2-4pm.  Rap  on  group  goals,  refreshments,  socializing,  $1. 

Dorchester  □  Mardi  Gras  Party  with  Dorchester 
Gala.  Door  prizes,  food,  beer,  dancing.  8pm.  $5.  Info: 
Matthew,  617/436-3767. 


Boston  □  Art  Therapy  for  people  who've  tested 
positive  for  HIV.  Organizational  meeting.  2pm.  Info: 
Steve.  6I7/S24-2967. 

Provincetown  □  AIDS:  Health  and  Survival 
Strategies,  a  video  of  the  Oct.  '88  conference.  Features 
Tom  O’Connor,  author  of  "Living  with  AIDS," 
Nathaniel  Pier,  a  NY  doctor  who  treats  hundreds  of 
PWAs  and  more.  PWA  Coalition  Offices,  155  Bradford  St. 
Info:  508/487-3998. 

Hollis,  N.H.  □  N.H.  Gay  Pride  Valentine  Dinner 
Dance.  Swing  with  Cheek  to  Cheek  and  Disco  with 
Disco  Jack.  All  proceeds  go  to  1989  NH  Pride.  7pm-lam. 
$20  (includes  buffet)  Info:  603-382-9398. 

Boston  □  Post-Valentine  Second  Chance  Dance 

presented  by  Boston  Univ.  Les/Gay  Alliance.  George 
Sherman  Union,  backstage,  775  Comm.  Ave.,  1st  fl, 
wheelchair  accessible.  8:30pm- 1  am.  $4,  $3/students.  Info: 
617/353-9808. 

Weekly  Events 

Saturday 

Cambridge  □  SANCHIN  Women's  School  of  Karate  and 
Self  Defense  Ongoing  beginning  classes  for  women  of  all  ages 
and  abilities.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  3-5pm.  Tue.  and  Thur. 
6-8pm.  Info:  617/547-3889. 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project  workshop. 
No  performance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Col¬ 
umbus  Ave.  10:30am. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  “Boston’s  Other  Voice,”  radio  for  gay/lesbian 
community,  with  Peter  Stickel.  2/12  Mel  King  on  the  intersection 
of  race  and  sexual  orientation.  2/19  the  difficulties  and  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  interracial  relationships,  WROR  98.5  FM. 

I  l:00pm.(new  time) 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  Topics:  2/13  Relationships  with 
men.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8- 1 0pm.  Free.  Info: 
617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Tuesday 

Roxbury  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the  AIDS 
crisis.  Room  345,  Bldg.  3,  Roxbury  Community  College. 
7:00pm.  Info:  617/49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  2/14  Reality  vs.  Myth  in 
Relationships.  7-8:30pm.  The  Women's  Center  (see  above). 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alchoholics.  Mass.  General 
Hospital,  lower  ampitheater  (next  to  emergency  room  entrance). 
7:30pm.  Info:  617/259-1559 

Cambridge  □  ‘‘Say  it  Sisterf"  WMBR.  88.1  FM  7-8pm. 

Brookline  □  Boston  Committee  Determined  to  Free 
Sharon  Kowalski  meets.  Boston  Self-Help  Center,  18  Williston 
Rd.  7pm.  Info:  617/661-0533. 

Cambridge  □  MASS  ACT  OUT  meeting.  M.I.T.,  Building 
66.  Rm.  126.  7:30pm.  Info:  617/661-7737. 

Thursday 

Cambridge  □  Discussion  group  for  non-offending  male 
sexual  abuse  survivors.  Conference  Room,  Cambridge 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  859  Mass.  Ave.  8:30- 1 0pm.  $5.  Info: 
617/498-9881. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivor’s  Group  for  women.  New 
England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd.  S-6:30pm.  Info: 
Sara  Epstein,  Human  Services,  617/979-7025. 


Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support  group  for 
HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs  and  supporters.  Open  to  all  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair  Salon. 
528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  617/426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Women's  Coffeehouse  2/17  Ratsy,  Cambridge 
street  musician.  The  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8pm- 
midnight.  Info:  617/354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Black  History  Month 
Calendar 

1 2  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Angelus  Reading  in  celebration  of  Black 
History  Month.  Angelus  (the  pen  name  of  Angela  Bowen) 
will  read  African-American  poets  and  her  own  stories-in- 
progress.  The  event  also  features  songs  by  the  New 
Beford  women's  a  cappella  group  Umoja  and  music  by 
local  singer  and  writer  Rafiki  Franklin.  Episcopal  Divinity 
School,  99  Brattle  St.  4pm.  $4,  sliding  scale.  Children 
welcome.  Not  accessible  to  wheelchairs. 

Boston  □  Black  History  Month  Celebration,  featur¬ 
ing  poetry  and  prose,  music  and  theater.  The  Gallery  in 
the  Piano  Craft  building,  791  Tremont.  St.  3pm. 
Presented  by  Black  Folks  Theater  Co.  and  Middle  Passage 
Educational  and  Cultural  Resources  Inc.  Free.  Also  2/19 
and  2/26,  $4.  Info:  617/424-8849. 

1 4  Tuesday 

Cambridge  □  International  Sweethearts  of 
Rhythm  and  Tiny  and  Ruby:  Hell  Divin’  Women. 

Two  documentary  films  by  Greta  Schiller  and  Andrea 
Weiss.  "Int'l  Sweethearts"  features  the  ’40s  multi-racial 
women's  jazz  band  led  by  Black  dyke  Tiny  Davis.  “Tiny 
and  Ruby”  focuses  on  the  lives  of  Tiny  Davis  and  Ruby 
Lucas,  lovers  for  over  40  years,  and  fantastic  jazz  musi¬ 
cians.  Showings  at  6,  7:15,  8:30,  9:45pm.  Brattle  Theatre, 
40  Brattle  St.  Info:  617/876-6837. 

Boston  □  Opening  Doors  —  Work  Against  Racism 

performances.  Also  2/16.  New  Ehrlich  Theatre,  Boston 
Center  for  the  Arts,  539  Tremont  St.  10am.  SI0. 

Boston  □  Black  Women  in  the  1800s,  Trailblazers  in 
Women’s  Rights,  human  rights,  and  civil  rights.  A  video 
and  discussion  with  Fahamisha  Brown  of  the  Free  South 
Africa  Movement  and  poet  Kate  Rushin,  moderated  by 
Marilyn  Richardson.  Part  of  the  Sojourner  Truth  lecture 
series.  African  Meeting  House,  8  Smith  Court,  behind  46 
Joy  St.  6:30pm.  Free. 

1 5  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Woman  Black/Black  Woman,  a  pro¬ 
gram  on  Black  women  in  the  arts,  produced  by  Brenda 
Walcott.  Featuring  painter/photographer  Rene 
Westbrook  and  poet  Kate  Rushin.  Sponsored  by  Cam¬ 
bridge  Commission  on  the  Status  of  Women.  Cable  TV, 
ch.  19.  9pm.  Also  2/22. 

17  Friday 

Boston  □  Langston  Hughes:  Dreamkeeper.a 

dramatization  of  Hughes's  life  and  work  by  the  Boston 
Arts  Group.  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Brookline.  8pm. 
$10,  $  1 2/door.  Info:  617/267-2465. 

23  Thursday 

Cambridge  □  Biography  and  Langston  Hughes,  a 

lecture  by  Arnold  Rampersad,  author  of  "The  Life  of 
Langston  Hughes."  Killian  Hall,  MIT,  160  Memorial  Dr., 
8pm.  Info:  617/253-9569. 


Lino  Brocka  (L)  in  Signed:  Lino  Brocka 

Nowadays,  to  be 
‘anti-Marcos’  is  to  be 
‘anti-shoes’ 

A  portrait  of  gay  Filipino  film  director  Lino  Brocka 


Signed:  Lino  Brocka  Directed  by  Christian 
Blackwood.  At  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  February 
3.  Closed. 

By  Karin  Aguilar-San  Juan 

ne  of  the  few  connections  I  have  with 
the  mainstream  Filipino  community 
in  the  United  States  is  maintained  via 
a  long-time  subscription  to  Philippine 
News,  a  Filipino-American  weekly.  I  didn’t 
appreciate  it  very  much  when  I  was  growing 
up.  In  fact,  I  remember  telling  my  parents 
when  I  was  a  teenager  that  I  thought  the 
paper  was  frivolous:  “There  are  too  many 
pages  of  gossip  about  the  movies,  and 
they’re  always  so  corny.” 

Oh,  I  was  so  serious  then.  1  thought  the 
only  way  to  be  a  Filipino  was  to  be  a  stri¬ 
dent,  anti-Marcos  activist. 
Now,  as  my  lover  reminds 
sme,  to  be  “anti-Marcos”  is 
to  be  “anti-shoes.”  Indeed,  the  image  of  the 
human  rights  abuses  of  the  Marcos  dictator¬ 
ship  is  supplanted,  at  least  in  our  less  serious 
moments,  by  Imelda  Marcos’s  thousands  of 
pairs  of  shoes.  It’s  as  if  the  First  Lady  had 
not  been  an  accomplice  in  the  rape  and 
pillage  of  her  own  people,  but  only  a  crazed 
clothes  chopper  whose  public  comments 
about  gay  hairdressers  will  live  forever  in  the 
history  of  camp. 

Let  me  put  it  this  way.  I  am  reminded  of 
the  absurdity  of  the  Marcoses’  lives 
everytime  I  hear  that  ex-president  Marcos,  now 
sequestered  in  Hawaii,  really  thinks  he  will 
someday  return  to  his  throne  in  Malacanang 
Palace.  But  even  though  1  can  be  amused  by 
this  absurdity,  I  won’t  ever  feel  kindly 
toward  the  self-appointed  dictator  who  was 
directly  responsible  for  so  many  deaths.  If 
not  by  bullets,  then  by  the  imposition  of  in¬ 
tolerable  poverty,  if  not  literal  deaths,  then 
at  least  the  psychic  torture  of  the  Philippine 
nation.  I  think  not  only  of  my  aunt  who 
ispent  one  and  a  half  years  in  prison,  some  of 
that  in  solitary  confinement,  because  her 
work  as  a  poet,  teacher  and  journalist  was 
deemed  “subversive”;  1  think  not  only  of 
her  husband,  who  was  shot  in  the  back  and 
killed  by  soldiers  in  the  early  years  of  Mar¬ 
cos’  rule.  I  remember  them,  too,  but  I  think 
also  of  all  the  Filipinos  1  have  ever  met,  for 
whom  the  Marcos  years  are  like  a  pool  of 
blood  we  silently  circle  and  for  which  we 
must  continue  to  seek  justice. 


For  Filipino  director  Lino  Brocka,  whose 
melodramatic  films  were  the  ones  often 
gossiped  about  in  Philippine  News, 
feelings  about  the  Marcoses  go  beyond  seek¬ 
ing  justice.  Brocka  expresses  his  virulent 
hatred  for  the  Marcoses  in  the  documentary 
film,  Signed:  Lino  Brocka,  an  interview 
with  Brocka,  interspersed  with  scenes  from 
his  films  and  from  all  over  the  country. 
When  asked  “Could  you  kill?”  Brocka 
responds,  “Marcos  and  Imelda?  With 
pleasure...I  would  volunteer  to  be  on  the  fir¬ 
ing  squad....” 

Maybe  other  reviewers  of  this  film  were 
surprised  —  or  disappointed  —  that  an  artist 
of  Brocka’s  stature  could  exhibit  such 


strong,  committed  feelings  about  politics. 
I’d  admit  that  there  is  something  vaguely 
upsetting  about  hearing  anyone  declare 
they’d  gladly  participate  in  a  public  execu¬ 
tion.  But,  in  the  context  of  Lino  Brocka’s 
life  (if  not  his  films)  and  of  artists  in  general 
in  the  Philippines,  these  views  aren’t  entirely 
out  of  synch. 

Brocka’s  most  popular  films  “have 
nothing  at  all  to  do  with  Philippine  reality,” 
by  his  own  admission,  although  they  do 
draw  heavily  from  illustrated  comics  —  in 
some  regions  of  the  country,  the  only 
available  reading  material.  But  while  his 
movies  aren’t  overtly  political,  his  raison  d’ 
etre  became  very  political  during  the  Marcos 


years  (1972  to  1986).  In  January  1985, 
Brocka  and  another  artist/activist  were  ar¬ 
rested  for  their  support  of  a  nationwide 
strike  of  jeepney  drivers  (jeepneys  are  a 
main  form  of  public  transportation  in  the 
cities).  Brocka  was  released  on  bail  after  he 
was  able  to  get  an  advance  payment  on  his 
next  film  —  his  movies  were  practically 
always  a  smashing  success. 

Besides  being  an  anti-Marcos  activist, 
Brocka  is  also  gay.  (I’m  not  sure  whether 
that  makes  him  “pro-shoes.”)  His  political 
work  extends  to  broaching  gay  issues, 
although  U.S. -style  gay  politics  don’t  ap¬ 
pear  in  his  artistic  panorama.  His  gay  film, 
Gold  Plated,  stirred  controversy  simply 
through  its  depiction  of  a  successful,  mar¬ 
ried  businessman  who  has  an  affair  with  a 
younger  man.  But  its  inevitably  tragic  con¬ 
clusion  —  the  husband  shoots  his  lover, 
kisses  him  farewell  on  the  lips,  and  then 
shoots  himself  —  didn’t  do  much  to 
legitimize  gay  life  in  the  Philippines.  Brocka 
describes  his  most  recent  project,  Macho 
Dancer,  as  an  attempt  to  get  at  the  “sex 
underworld,”  but  even  this  work  doesn’t 
promise  much  in  the  way  of  gay  liberation. 
The  film’s  “hero”  is  a  young  Filipino 
callboy  who  works  his  way  out  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  to  becoming  an  American  GI’s  pretty 
young  thing  to  starring  as  a  lead  “profes¬ 
sional”  dancer  in  Manila’s  gay  bars. 

At  the  risk  of  sounding  too  pessimistic, 
I’d  venture  that  Macho  Dancer  is  probably 
not  a  film  that  my  sex-radical  friends  in 
Boston  would  find  much  hope  in.  Just 
because  Brocka  expands  our  images  of  pro¬ 
stitutes  in  the  Philippines,  from  im- 
proverished  young  women  to  impoverished 
young  men,  doesn’t  mean  we’ve  progressed 
any  further  along  the  road  to  sexual  justice 
—  especially  when  those  prostitutes  most 
often  depend  on  U.S.  military  men  for  their 
living. 

I  was  disappointed  —  but  not  surprised  — 
that  being  gay  has  not  influenced  Brocka’s 
work  the  way  it  has  influenced  my  life  as  a 
Filipina  lesbian  in  the  United  States.  But  I 
was  deeply  inspired  by  the  fact  that  being 
Filipino  —  with  such  a  strong  love  of  coun¬ 
try  —  has  made  Lino  Brocka  a  man  of  prin¬ 
ciple  and  commitment.  Maybe,  many  years 
from  now,  Filipinos  will  also  remember  that 
Brocka  was  gay.  □ 
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VALENTINE'S  DAY  TUESDAY  FEBRUARY  14 


'You'll  get  both  ••  a  ticket  fora  chance  to  win  two 
nights  in  Provincetown ,  and  half  of  a  valentine 
card.  Match  your  half  and  each  of  you  will  re¬ 
ceive  another  ticket.  Be  playful  ~  make  your  own 
valentine  in  the  club  and  send  it  to  someone  via 
Cupid.  Remember  grade  school?  Let's  find  the 
tun  in  romance s>! 

51  Stuart  Street  Boston  Massachusetts  02116  Info  Line -330 -8669 
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An  AIDS  Action  Committee  educational  event.  Friday  and  Saturday.  Feb.  10&  11. 
Cover  Saturday  is  $6 .  $2  of  which  is  a  donation  to  A  AC. 
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